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ARE WE GOOD OR JUST LUCKY?

We probably all have lists of things we would never do.  I would never rob a bank, 
or cheat on a test or speed on the interstate or defame the reputation of another 
person.  God, am I good!  Or God, am I good?  Or have I just been sheltered 
from some of the hardships that many others face?  How might I act if I were in 
their difficult situations?  

It’s easy for people who seem to have everything to sit in judgment and consider 
themselves better than those who do not.  There is a difference between being 
righteous and being self-righteous.  Truly righteous people know that it is only 
because of the goodness of God that they have been spared situations in which 
their weaknesses would have overpowered them.  Truly righteous people are 
fundamentally humble.  The self-righteous, on the other hand, take full credit for 
their admirable actions… think only of themselves, believe in their goodness but 
fail to understand they are also sinners.  Self-righteous people do not see how 
their actions, words and choices can impact the lives of others in a negative way.  
They boast of their adherence to moral principles and look down on those who 
unsuccessfully struggle with life in ways they do not.  

We would all benefit from reflecting on 
whether we are indeed as righteous 
as we claim.  Are we genuinely 
virtuous or have we been preserved 
from circumstances that might bring 
out the worst in us?  Only those who 
can acknowledge their own human 
weaknesses feel the need to turn to 
God in prayer with sentiments of 
humility.  

In the body of Christ, there is no room 
for arrogance.  We are all limited 
human beings with weaknesses that 
can trip us up if we are not vigilant.  
We are all poor and lowly, in need of 
the protection and strength that come 
to us from God. We are all sinners 
dependent on divine mercy.  How 
foolish it is to think that we are better 

than others.  Spend some time this week on the last verse of the Gospel:  those 
who exalt themselves will be humbled; those who honestly humble themselves will 
be exalted.

616 Reading Road
Mason, Ohio 45040

Parish Office Hours
Monday - Friday: 
8:30am - 4:30pm

1st Sunday of the Month: 
8:15am - 12:30pm

Phone: 513-398-3821
Parish Office: ext. 3100
School Office: ext. 3108
After Hours Emergency: ext. 3200
Fax: 513-398-2254

Bulletin Deadline
The deadline for all articles for 
the Sunday bulletin is Friday 
afternoon, (9) days before the 
article appears in the bulletin.  
Please send items, along with 
the dates they should run, to 
bulletin@stsusanna.org for 
submission.

OCTOBER 23, 2016
THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

REFLECTING WITH THE PASTOR
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MASS INTENTIONS & WEEKEND PRESIDERS

Monday, October 24
6:00pm Thomas Knox

Tuesday, October 25
8:15am Carl Deutsch

Wednesday, October 26
8:15am Joe Naylor

Thursday, October 27
8:15am Caroline Stallo
2:00pm (Chesterwood)    
 Joseph Kostrzewska

Friday, October 28
8:15am Martha Haas

Saturday, October 29
8:15am Larry Edwards
5:00pm (Fr. Farrell) Mary Rader

Sunday, October 30
7:30am (Fr. Farrell) 
 Ruthann E. Stambaugh
9:00am (Fr. Bramlage) Marion Arsenault
11:15am (Fr. Bramlage) Jane Brinkmann
6:00pm (Fr. Farrell) Special Intentions
 of the Weil Family 
 (Special Intention)

Holy Days of Obligation
6:30am, 8:15am, 7:00pm

Reconciliation
Monday at 6:45pm
Saturday at 9:00am

Eucharistic Exposition
Monday, 6:45 - 9:00pm

First Friday
After 8:15am Mass Friday to beginning
of 8:15am Mass Saturday

Rosary/Devotions
Tuesday through Saturday at 7:30am

Nursery Available
The nursery is available for 9:00 and 
11:15am Masses.  It is located in the 
undercroft.  Call ext. 3126 or email 
nursery@stsusanna.org for details.

Spanish Mass
A Mass in Spanish will be held at 
4:00pm on the 2nd & 4th Sundays of 
every month.  For details, contact 
Karla Eysoldt, ext. 3202 or 
keysoldt@catholiccincinnati.org.

Misa en español es el segundo y cuarto 
domingo del mes a las 4:00pm.

Parish Membership
We joyfully welcome new members 
of our parish community.  Information 
packets are available at the desk in the 
Gathering Space.

Please register by calling the Parish 
Office (513-398-3821), online 
(www.stsusanna.org), or after Mass 
on the first Sunday of the month in the 
Parish Office.

PRAY FOR THOSE 
SERVING OVERSEAS! 

Mark Anzer
Alex Back
Brandon Florea
Joseph Patrick Fusco
Thomas Prieve
David Rodriguez
Justin Schuh
Christian Sorfnsen
Liz Vossler
James Wernke
Rachelle Wernke
Ryan Whitaker
Jim Wykoff
Michael Zeller

PRAYERS FOR
THOSE  IN NEED 

Maya Collins 
Ron Dearth
James Edmund
Dick Gardner
Marilyn Gomez
Dianne Kunkle
Ray Meibers
Michaela Nowakowski
Gabriel Orick
Alonso Ortiz
Diego Ortiz
Kathy Rohde
Ed Ryan
Doreen Schowalter
Marie Sueberling
Mike Webber
Jennifer Williamson

Prayer Requests
If you have people to be prayed for and 
would like to have them in the bulletin, 
please email bulletin@stsusanna.org and 
we will begin publishing them weekly.

Parish Library
The Library is located in the undercroft 
of the church.  Media can be checked 
out at any time.  Stop by the Parish 
Office for help.

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
For children in grades K-2, September 
through May, 9:00 and 11:15am 
Masses. For details, contact Susan 
Gravely, ext. 3110 or 
gravelys@stsusanna.org.

Divine Healer, God of Wholeness, 
we place these parishoners in your 
hands; we ask for healing, but also 
for acceptance of their illness and 
of your holy plan.  Help them and 
us to embrace whatever you have 
in mind for them.  Support them in 
their anxieties, fears, pains, and the 
frustrations of their illness.  Support 
them with the strength of the Holy 
Spirit.  We ask this in the name 
of Jesus, compassionate healer of 
those in need of health and hope. 
Amen.
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GIVING GOD THE LOVE WE SHOULD

In this series of moving testimonies, Jan 
Duncan, John Altman, Anthony Mullen, and 
Philadelphia Archbishop Justin Cardinal 
Rigali show how the most effective and 
beautiful way to Jesus is through the imitation 
of His Mother. Our Lady and the Holy Spirit 
formed the God-Man Jesus Christ, and they 

also wish to form you so that you can say, “It  is no longer I who 
live, it is Christ who lives in me.”

Lighthouse Catholic Media CDs are in the Gathering Space 
for $3.00 each.

Marriage Preparation
Please contact the Parish Office no later 
than six months prior to the  date of 
intended marriage.

Baptism Preparation
Please find more information on our 
website: www.stsusanna.org/baptism.

Upon your completion of the required 
forms found on the site, a member of the 
Parish Staff will contact you.

WORSHIP

Our Catholic Faith
Are you interested in learning more 
about our beautiful Catholic Faith and 
perhaps becoming Catholic? 

Are you an Adult Catholic seeking 
Confirmation?

Then please contact Susan Gravely,
ext. 3110 or gravelys@stsusanna.org.

Sunday Cafe is offered after the 
9:00am/before the 11:15am Masses 
in the St. Susanna Room in the 
Undercroft.  It is an opportunity to 
explore a variety of topics. Coffee and 
light refreshments are served.  All are 
welcome! No cost and no reservations 
needed.

October 16th and October 23rd - Topic: Healthcare
“The right to health care has always been a central principal 
of CST.  All human beings deserve adequate health care to 
develop fully as human persons as they are called to do by 
their Creator.  Life is sacred and it must be cared for from birth 
to death.”—JPII, Dec. 1995

EUCHARISTIC MINISTER TRAINING 

Come and be trained for the beautiful ministry of 
Extraordinary Ministry of Holy Communion!  Anyone who 
is interested in ministering in our masses, helping  take 
communion to many area nursing homes, to those in 
Westchester hospital and home bound parishioners is invited 

to our next training session on Saturday, November 19th, at 9:00am (following  the 8:15am 
Mass) in the Church.  Teresa & Tim Geiger will lead the training. Please visit 
www.stsusanna.org/eucharisticministers to register.

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST PART I 

Every Sunday, every Lord’s Day, the church assembles here in its house 
and processes into its liturgy. We gather, we sing, sign ourselves with 
the cross, pray and give our Amen. We take whatever it takes of time 
to give us a sense of being here not as so many individuals, but as the 
baptized people who are the church. 

From their earliest times, Christians have had another liturgy (other than the Liturgy of the 
Word) that has been bound to their keeping of the Lord’s Day. That is the Liturgy of the 
Eucharist. “Eucharist” is a word that comes from Greek and has to do with “giving thanks,” 
with “praise” and with “blessing.” 

Eucharist begins quietly. We need that. We have just finished what ought to be hard work; 
concentrating on the scripture and on making prayers of intercession takes energy and 
leaves us both lifted up and a little worn out. So we take quiet moments to get the room 
and ourselves ready for Eucharist. This is the time called the preparation of the table or 
preparation of the gifts. 

Bread and wine are brought forward, such simple things, food and drink associated with the tables of ordinary people. Here they are called 
“fruit of the earth” and “work of human hands” as they are placed on the table in our midst. At the same time, the “work of human hands” 
is seen in the money that is collected, money or other gifts that are explicitly “for the church and the poor.” Money could be collected in 
other ways and at other times; this is, after all, the age of credit cards. Why here and now? Because the money and the bread and wine 
are bound together. We are about to surround a single table and make a single prayer and eat of one bread and drink of one cup. Part 
of our preparation for this seems to be this gesture of pooling our resources, putting into one basket some of the money we have earned or 
received. 

We get ready for the Eucharist by setting a table with bread and wine, but even more by showing some important things in this collection of 
money. One is that we are bound to one another — thus some of our contribution is for the work of the church. A second thing we show is 
that this bond is not selfish but is for the life of the world — thus some of our money is for the poor. Saint Basil would have said it belongs to 
the poor. And third, we show that what we do here together is bound to all the business and commerce, and give and take of everyday life. 
Bread and wine show that, but perhaps money shows it even more clearly. 
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ADULT FAITH FORMATIONADULT FAITH FORMATION

This fall from September 28 through November 6, believers 
throughout our area are joining together for fervent prayer, 
fasting and peaceful vigil in repentance for the destruction of 
innocent lives right here in our midst.

Step out in faith and join our own Fr. Eric Roush and other St. 
Susanna church members praying at the Sharonville clinic  (11250 
Lebanon Rd. Sharonville Ohio 45241) on Saturday, November 
5th at 9:15am.

40 Days for Life is an ecumenical campaign that takes a 
determined, peaceful approach to showing local communities the 
consequences of abortion in their own neighborhoods, for their 
own friends and families. It puts into action a desire to cooperate 
with God in the carrying out of His plan for the end of abortion. 
It draws attention to the evil of abortion through the use of a three-
point program:
• Prayer and fasting
• Constant vigil
• Community outreach

The 40-day campaign tracks Biblical history, where God used 
40-day periods to transform individuals, communities… and the 
entire world. From Noah in the flood to Moses on the mountain 
to the disciples after Christ’s resurrection, it is clear that God sees 
the transformative value of His people accepting and meeting a 
40-day challenge.

Questions:  
Susan Hack (Respect Life Coordinator), 513-398-3821 ext. 3169

PILGRIMAGE – THE YEAR OF MERCY – 
THE HOLY DOOR

In announcing the Indulgence for the Holy Year of Mercy, Pope 
Francis called the faithful to make a brief pilgrimage to the Holy 
Door in their cathedral to gain the Indulgence.  Realizing that 
most Catholics would not be able to make a pilgrimage to the 
Holy Door at St. Peter’s in Rome, Pope Francis had invited every 
Diocesan Bishop in the world to designate a Door of Mercy (Holy 
Door) in their cathedrals.

To gain the Indulgence (complete remission of the punishment 
due to sin), one must fulfill the following conditions:  (a) celebrate 
the Sacrament of Confession; (b) receive Holy Communion; (c) 
make a brief pilgrimage to the Holy Door; (d) pray for the Pope’s 
intentions; (e) recite the Creed; and (f) reflect on God’s Mercy at 
the Shrine of Mercy at the Cathedral.

On Wednesday, November 2, 2016, St. Susanna Women’s 
Association has arranged to have a tour of St. Peter in Chains 
Cathedral in downtown Cincinnati concurrent with a pilgrimage to 
the Holy Door. The schedule is as follows:

10:00am Leave the parking lot at St. Susanna in carpools
11:30am Attend Mass in the Cathedral
12:30pm Guided Tour
1:30pm  Time for personal prayer
2:30pm  Depart for return to Mason

RESERVATIONS FOR THE TOUR ARE A MUST.    Please contact 
Christine Phelan at 513-492-7265 or at jazzcat1946@aol.com 
with any questions and/or to make a reservation.

Men are invited too. There is no charge for the tour but individual 
donations are accepted. Even if you don’t join the tour, the 
pilgrimage may be done on your own.  However, keep in mind 
that this Jubilee Year of Mercy ends November 20, 2016.

MAKING MORAL CHOICES IN VOTING

• Catholics often face difficult choices about how to vote. This is why it is so important to vote according to a 
well-formed conscience that perceives the proper relationship among moral goods. A Catholic cannot vote 
for a candidate who favors a policy promoting an intrinsically evil act, such as abortion, euthanasia, assisted 
suicide, deliberately subjecting workers or the poor to subhuman living conditions, redefining marriage in 
ways that violate its essential meaning, or racist behavior, if the voter’s intent is to support that position. In 
such cases, a Catholic would be guilty of formal cooperation in grave evil. At the same time, a voter should 
not use a candidate’s opposition to an intrinsic evil to justify indifference or inattentiveness to other important 
moral issues involving human life and dignity.

• There may be times when a Catholic who rejects a candidate’s unacceptable position even on policies promoting an intrinsically evil act 
may reasonably decide to vote for that candidate for other morally grave reasons. Voting in this way would be permissible only for truly 
grave moral reasons, not to advance narrow interests or partisan preferences or to ignore a fundamental moral evil.

• When all candidates hold a position that promotes an intrinsically evil act, the conscientious voter faces a dilemma. The voter may 
decide to take the extraordinary step of not voting for any candidate or, after careful deliberation, may decide to vote for the candidate 
deemed less likely to advance such a morally flawed position and more likely to pursue other authentic human goods.

• In making these decisions, it is essential for Catholics to be guided by a well-formed conscience that recognizes that all issues do not 
carry the same moral weight and that the moral obligation to oppose policies promoting intrinsically evil acts has a special claim on 
our consciences and our actions. These decisions should take into account a candidate’s commitments, character, integrity, and ability 
to influence a given issue. In the end, this is a decision to be made by each Catholic guided by a conscience formed by Catholic moral 
teaching.



6

ADULT FAITH FORMATIONDISCIPLES IN ACTION

THANK YOU!

Thank you from the St. Susanna PTO 365 
Raffle.  We had a very successful 365 raffle 
this year and sold a record-breaking number 
of tickets. We thank you for your support 
on this important fundraiser.  We will start 

announcing the winners for 2016-2017 on November 1st.  The 
proceeds from the raffle support school field trips, author visits, 
and many other student’s and teacher’s needs.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR 
GIVING TREE MINISTRY

The Giving Tree Committee has been planning 
and organizing for this year’s Giving Tree 
Ministry.  The kickoff weekend for selecting 
ornaments will be November 19th/20th.  The 
gifts that are collected will be distributed to the 
Schuh Center, St. George Food Pantry in Clifton 
and St. Vincent de Paul St. Joseph Conference 
in Adams County.  Many volunteers are needed 
to make this project a success. More information 

on these opportunities as well as how to sign up will be available 
next week. If you have questions, please contact Mary Jo Burns at 
burnsmj@stsusanna.org or 398-3821 ext. 3120.

Pancake Breakfast Is This 
Weekend! 

All are welcome to the 
Pancake Breakfast, this 
weekend, Sunday, October 
23rd.  Come for pancakes, 
sausage, goetta, and 
bacon with juice, milk, tea, 
and coffee. 

The proceeds from the 
Pancake Breakfast will help 
to fund the Thanksgiving 
meals given to those less 
fortunate.  If you are 
interested in volunteering to 
help with the Thanksgiving 
meal preparation the 
day before Thanksgiving 
(November 23rd), please 
contact Ricky and Karen 
Mathews, 755-7645 
rkanj2005@yahoo.com.

Sunday, October 23rd
after the 7:30am and 9:00am Masses

in the school cafeteria

$5 per person or $15 per family
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SCHUH CENTER NEEDS

Food Donations!   For those 
who are struggling financially, 
purchasing food needed can be 
very stressful.  Many depend 
upon pantries for food items to get 
through.  

Immediate needs at the Schuh Center are: 
• Canned Chili
• Canned Beef Stew
• Stove Top Stuffing
• Boxed Instant Mashed Potatoes
• Refried Beans
• Microwave Popcorn
• Toothbrushes

CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP
Family care giving knows no boundaries.

Whether you provide care for 
someone at  home or are responsible 
for someone in a long-term residence, 
down the block or miles away, you are 
a caregiver. Attending support groups 
can help during the difficult times that 
occur for a caregiver. It helps to know 
that you are not the only one having 
this experience. You will benefit from 
the helpful tips and information that 
are shared by others in the group 
when it comes time for you to make decisions. 

The next meeting of the Caregivers Support Group will be 
on Wednesday, October 26th in the St. Catherine Room from 
7-8:30pm.  Questions?  Contact Sharon Kipfer, 513-509-3278.
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ADULT FAITH FORMATIONDISCIPLES IN ACTION

PEACE AND JUSTICE MINISTRY

MONTH THEME ACTIVITY

• Pancake Breakfast (Oct. 23)
• Habitat for Humanity (Oct. 29)
• Blanket Drive for the Schuh Center

• Pumpkin/Halloween Candy Drive       

for the Schuh Center

Respect Life 
Month / 

Fair Trade
October

OPERATION CHRISTMAS 
CHILD IS IN FULL SWING!
 
How can you participate in this 
WONDERFUL ministry?  By the simple 
act of packing a shoebox, you can 
bring the love of Christ to a child. 

• Choose your shoebox – a preprinted one, one you have in 
your home, or a re-sealable plastic container.  

• Choose the age range and gender of the child you wish to 
help.  Affix the boy/girl label to the box.  

• Fill with gifts: fun toys, hygiene items, and school supplies.
• Pray for the child who will receive your gift.  
• Include a $7 donation for shipping costs.  Preferred method 

of payment is online: www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-
christmas-child/pack-a-shoe-box. If you donate online, you 
can print a special “Follow Your Box” label and discover the 
destination of your shoebox gift.  

• Drop off the shoebox at the Pancake Breakfast or to the 
church in the Gathering Space or hallway by Parish Office 
by November 14th.  

Preprinted boxes and Instructions can be found by display 
boards in the Narthex and Undercroft of the church.   If you have 
questions, please contact Mary Jo Burns at ext. 3120 or
burnsmj@stsusanna.org.
 

St. Susanna is teaming up with Habitat for 
Humanity on October 29th from 8:30-4:00.  
We will be working on a home in Newport, 
KY.  Individuals, 16 years of age or older, 
are needed to assist this nonprofit Christian 
housing ministry.  No prior experience in 
home building/finishing work is needed, just 
a desire to be the Hands of Christ to insure 
a safe and affordable place for families to 
live.  For more information or to obtain information on how to 
sign up, please contact Mary Jo Burns, burnsmj@stsusanna.org or 
398-3821 ext. 3120.  Online registration must be completed by 
October 27th. 

BLANKET DRIVE

As fall begins to approach, the 
Schuh Center volunteers begin to 
think about the cooler weather 
that will soon be coming. Many 
patrons of the Schuh Center 
cannot afford to keep their 
homes “toasty warm” due to the 
higher cost of utilities. 

During the month of October, 
donations of new/gently used 
blankets, as well as, ‘no-sew’ 

blankets are gratefully being accepted to help keep these families 
warm during the cold months ahead. 

Blankets can be dropped off at the Peace and Justice Kiosk in 
the Gathering Space of church or at the Schuh Center during 
operation hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday from 
9:00am to 11:00am.

If there is an overabundance of blankets, they will be shared with 
the St. Joseph St. Vincent de Paul Conference in Adams, County.

PUMPKINS WANTED!

During the month of October, the 
Schuh Center will be accepting 
donations of pumpkins so families 
can enjoy the tradition of carving 
a pumpkin for Halloween.

Pumpkins can be dropped off at the Peace and Justice Kiosk in 
the Gathering Space of church or at the Schuh Center during 
operation hours: Tues, Wed, and Friday from 9:00am to 
11:00am. Saturday, 

November 19th from 
10:00-11:30am
in the 
School Cafeteria

A suggested donation of $5.00 per family would help cover costs 
for this event.  Please give to staff members the morning of the 
event. 

Register by Monday, November 14th, so that we have enough 
doughnuts and craft supplies for everyone!  Please register 
through the website: www.stsusanna.org/doughnuts-with-dad   

Questions? Contact Joette Ewing, Preschool Director, ext.3131 or 
ewingj@st.susanna.org, or Jill Berning, Early Childhood Program 
Coordinator, ext. 3400 or berningj@stsusanna.org.
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SCHOOL NEWS

• There is no school on Monday.
• On Wednesday the School Community will attend the 8:15am 

Mass together.
• Our 1st and 2nd graders will be traveling on field trips on 

Thursday.  Please pray for their safe travels.
• On Friday we will celebrate our annual Oktoberfest.  It is an exciting day for our 

students at Saint Susanna School.  Since we have several grade levels in costume, 
we will have an out of uniform day for the entire school…this is also a TITAN FRIDAY.  
Happy Halloween!!!

• We have limited enrollment openings in a few of our grade levels.  If you are interested 
in attending Saint Susanna School this school year, please call 398-3821 extension 
3108.

CHILDREN’S FAITH FORMATION

CFP 
Grades 1-8 (2016-2017)
Faith formation for elementary students 
will be Summer Sessions and Sundays 
from 10:15 to 11:45 AM and  Mondays 
6:30 to 7:45 PM. For more information, 
contact Susan Gravely, ext 3110 or 
gravelys@stsusanna.org or Traci Raley, 
ext. 3111 or raleyt@stsusanna.org.

Early Childhood 2016-2017
Faith formation for 3, 4, preK 5-year-
olds and kindergartners meets on 
Sunday mornings at 9:00 AM. For more 
information, contact  Jill Berning, 
ext 3400 or berningj@stsusanna.org.

Preschool
Weekday Preschool is available for ages 
2-5 in the undercroft of church. For more 
information, contact Joette Ewing, ext. 
3131 or ewingj@stsusanna.org.

Saint Susanna School
The parish school provides a Catholic 
education for Grades K-8. 
For more information, contact the
School Office, ext 3108 or
cappellap@stsusanna.org.

Faith Alive
Grades 6-8 (2016-2017)
Sundays 4:00pm to 5:45pm
in the St. John Bosco Youth Room. 
For more information, contact 
Youth Minister Randi Hom, ext 3195 or 
homr@stsusanna.org.

LIFE
Grades 9-12 (2016-2017)
Sundays at 7:00pm in the St. 
John Bosco Youth Room. For more 
information, contact Judie Kuhlman at 
kuhlmanj@stsusanna.org.

BOOSTERS NEWS

Seeking candidates for Athletic Director and Girls Basketball Coordinator. 
Please contact Mark Cravens (mcravens@apctowers.com / (859) 916-6161).

For more information, contact Randi Hom, homr@stsusanna.org. 

UPCOMING EVENTS FOR GRADES 6-8

October 23rd
Existence of God 

October 29-30    
Fall Retreat at Camp Kern

November 5       
CHOSEN Youth Rally at Roger Bacon High School

For more information, contact Judie Kuhlman, kuhlmanj@stsusanna.org 

UPCOMING EVENTS FOR GRADES 9-12

October 23rd
Peace/Justice: Seeking Election

October 30th
Community/Pastoral: LIFE is a Trick or Treat Party! 
Come dressed up!

November 11th-13th 
Fall Retreat at Glen Helen
The theme is “It’s LIVE.”  Participants will explore how to be their 
true self and be “LIVE” to others.  Step out of the everyday and 
come experience the vibrant colors of fall in Yellow Springs, Ohio 
and the vibrant camaraderie of the LIFE community.  
Registration is available at: www.stsusanna.org/LIFE

VOLUNTEER INFORMATION

Those volunteering with children must fulfill the following requirements:
• must attend a Protecting God’s Children seminar provided by VIRTUS
• have a cleared background check of no more than five years old
• must read monthly training bulletins online

The next open seminar at St. Susanna Parish is Wednesday, October 19, 2016, at 6:30pm. 
You must register online to attend - visit www.virtus.org to register!

If you have not yet attended a seminar, please contact the parish office before you visit 
www.virtus.org in order to register. We will provide you with a FASTRAX code that will 
cover the fee for you to complete the process for the background check.
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION

THIS WEEK, FROM THE 
ST. SUSANNA VINCENTIANS...

In this Sunday’s Gospel, the tax collector’s prayer allows God to 
be God and so allows God to pour mercy into his heart. When 
we pray and give alms to the poor, we allow God’s mercy to be 
poured into their hearts. Through your gift to the Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul you also can give God’s mercy to your neighbor 
who is hungry, hopeless, alone and frightened.   There will be 
a fifth Sunday collection next Sunday for our parish outreach 
ministry.  Our parish Vincentians have had to cut back on how 
much financial aide they can provide to those in need due to 
limited funds.  Please be generous in your donation so we can 
help all those who call upon us for help.

STEWARDSHIP

WORLD MISSION 
SUNDAY IS THIS 
WEEKEND!
 
During this year’s 90th anniversary, World Mission Sunday 
celebration relates its theme to the Year of Mercy, “Mercy Changes 
the World.” Pope Francis notes, “The mercy of God is His loving 
concern for each one of us…. As the Father loves, so do His 
children. Just as He is merciful, so we are called to be merciful to 
each other.”
 
Your prayers and generous support on World Mission Sunday 
directly benefit the Mission Church today.  That support reaches 
clinics caring for the sick and dying, orphanages providing a place 
of safety and shelter, schools offering education from kindergarten 
through high school.  Your help provides for seminarians preparing 
for the priesthood, and religious Sisters and Brothers in formation 
programs.  All of this takes place in 1,111 mission dioceses, 
mostly in Africa and Asia, where the poorest of the poor receive 
an education and health care while experiencing the loving heart 
of our Lord through the service of priests, religious, and lay faithful.  
You can use your designated envelope from your packet or you can 
visit the parish website and click on Online Giving on the home 
page to make a designated gift.

Each one of you has received a special grace, go like good 
stewards responsible for all those different graces of God, put 
yourselves at the service of others. 1 Peter 4:10    
      
Stewardship is the response of each person’s call to 
discipleship, a lifelong way of life in which one responds to the 
mission and ministry of the local and universal Church, sharing 
the Gospel of the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
 
• It’s about gratitude     
• It’s about love     
• It’s about conversion     
• It’s about You     

It’s about turning gratitude, love and conversion into action 
through time, talent and treasure - along with Prayer because we 
are so grateful to God for all we have been given to share with 
those in need.
      
At the end of June, 2016 we had 4,342 registered families 
in the parish.  Our contribution records indicate that a total of 
2,099 families did not make any donation to the parish this 
past year.  So, only 52% of our parish families are financially 
contributing to the Parish.  675 of our families contributed less 
than $5 each week.  Just over 27% of families contributed 
between $5 and $40 each week.     
      
We currently have 507 families who are making their financial 
contributions to St. Susanna electronically. For those families 
who would like more information on this convenient and safe 
method of online giving, please call the Parish Office and we’ll 

be happy to help you.  Also, a small number of families choose 
to make contributions through stock or Foundation gifts.   You 
can sometimes double your charitable contributions through 
Matching Gifts.  These forms of giving can provide maximum 
tax benefits for you and serve as a tremendous support for our 
Parish.  
     
All of our St. Susanna Parish and School Ministries are 
funded by the generosity of our Parish Families. Our Adult 
Faith Formation Programs are welcoming many parishioners 
in our classes and workshops. We have approximately 150 
participating in the first Christ Life Series, called Discovering 
Christ. 
      
We are serving well over 1,000 children in our Children’s Faith 
Formation Program and in addition, we have 66 kids in our 
Early Childhood Program and another 60 students enrolled in 
our PreSchool.   We are excited about the growth in our Youth 
Ministry Programs.
    
We served 265 children in this summer’s Vacation Bible School 
and we have 705 students enrolled in our Saint Susanna Blue 
Ribbon Parish School.  We are blessed with incredible staff and 
faculty members and we  could not begin to serve all of the 
children in our various programs without the hands-on support 
and devoted dedication of hundreds of parents and family 
members’ volunteer efforts.      
      
Thank you all for your support.  May our Generous and All 
Loving God continue to bless you!

STEWARDSHIP - THE ATTITUDE OF GRATITUDE

REMINDER: 5TH SUNDAY IS NEXT WEEKEND

Next weekend marks the “Fifth Sunday” and the opportunity to 
participate in a second collection which will directly benefit our 
Parish Outreach/Peace and Justice Ministries.  An envelope for 
Outreach Ministries is provided in your packet and you can also 
help with this effort through the Online Giving portal on the Parish 
website.  
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STEWARDSHIP

ST. SUSANNA PARISH AND SCHOOL FINANCIAL RESULTS FROM FISCAL 
YEAR 2016 COMPARED TO 2015 AND BUDGETED FY 2017

Stewardship of Treasure

Parish Share from One Faith, 
One Hope, One Love Campaign

School Tuition

State Funding, Financial Aid to School

School Lunch and Milk Receipts

St. Susanna Festival Revenue

Children’s Faith Formation Fees

Pre-School Tuition/Fees

Interest Income

Outreach and Other Ministry Fees and Donations

TOTAL REVENUE 
AND FUNDING SOURCES

Salaries and Wages

Employee Benefits

Repairs, Maintenance - Properly, Equipment

Interest Expense/Service Charges

Office Equipment/Supplies/Computers

Utilities

Liturgy, Outreach, and Other Parish Ministries

Cafeteria - Food & Other (not including salaries/benefits)

Assessment/General Liability Insurance

Miscellaneous Costs

TOTAL OPERATION/FACILITY COSTS

Principal Payments on our Church, Land Loan

NET FY AVAILABLE TO INVEST IN OUR 
MINISTRY, CAPITAL NEEDS AND 

ADDITIONAL DEBT PAYMENTS

$2,502,926

$103,743

$2,694,747

$311,348

$232,151

$96,000

$101,347

$95,465

$93,148

$38,880

$6,269,756

$2,704,169

$859,112

$451,609

$189,407

$206,499

$226,225

$199,374

$156,773

$322,853

$62,010

$5,378,031

$417,302

$474,423

$2,646,168

$2,560,051

$292,202

$225,561

$111,000

$114,456

$90,825

$75,421

$54,146

$6,169,829

$2,663,642

$836,426

$374,076

$199,592

$198,059

$241,897

$232,280

$135,794

$307,047

$69,422

$5,528,238

$378,918

$532,674

$2,511,000

$85,000

$2,800,000

$323,000

$237,100

$100,000

$99,500

$111,105

$88,000

$38,400

$6,393,105

$2,911,321

$939,220

$630,750

$180,800

$292,170

$231,700

$222,280

$166,900

$335,000

$75,450

$5,985,591

$400,000

$7,514

FY 2016
ACTUAL

FY 2015
ACTUAL

NEW 
FISCAL  
YEAR 2017
BUDGET
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ADULT FAITH FORMATIONSTEWARDSHIP

STEWARDSHIP FUNDING

• Funding was 5.4% less this year compared to 
prior fiscal year

• 4,342 families are registered with St. Susanna – 
increase of 89 families since last FY

• We estimate revenue for new fiscal year 2017 to 
be at approximately the same level as last FY

PLEDGES FOR ONE FAITH, ONE HOPE, 
ONE LOVE CAMPAIGN

• Received $103,743 towards campaign from 
Parish Families last fiscal year

• Total pledged to campaign is nearly $2.2 Million 
• 20% of the pledges are returned back to St. 

Susanna and used to pay down our church and 
land debt

• The $103,743 was paid to the bank as 
additional principal payments during the end of 
last fiscal year

BANK LOAN BALANCE

• Fiscal Year 2016 started with a bank loan 
balance of $4,352,000

• At 2016 fiscal year-end our principal balance 
was $3,935,000

SALARIES AND WAGES

• Our Parish Office was understaffed during much 
of the 2016 fiscal year

• Added two new Pastoral staff members & a part-
time Youth Minister

• Fiscal year 2017 includes a 2.5% cost of living 
increase for faculty and staff

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS

Projects for Church and School

• Fiscal Year 2016 school roofing costs came in 
under budget at $47,500

• Also in Fiscal Year 2016 we allocated $18,000 
to install LED lights in the church parking lot – this 
results in an approximate $4,000 savings in 
energy and maintenance each year

• FY 2017 spent $80,000 for school parking lot 
and playground resurfacing. Due to the hard 
work of the Fish Fry coordinators, volunteers, and 
parish families we applied $14,611 of the Fish 
Fry proceeds to this project 

• FY 2017 replace school HVAC equipment due to 
the units being near or beyond useful life

• FY 2017 began replacing the lighting in the 
school and church with LED Technology

• We’ll receive a substantial rebate from Duke 
Energy and the net installation will cost $72,000

• The estimated savings over the next 15 years will 
be $450,000

Our only unanticipated major capital purchase this 
past year was a new phone system for the Parish and 
School. 

Due to all of the capital improvements we are 
planning for FY 2017, we anticipate have a near 
“break-even” financial position for the year’s 
operations.

We work diligently to control our operating costs 
and these efforts will only intensify in the future as 
we are ever mindful of our awesome responsibility 
and privilege to dedicate your generous contributions 
towards meeting the current and future needs of all 
St. Susanna Parish and School families. St. Susanna 
is indeed, blessed to have so many people who give 
tirelessly of their time, talent and treasure to help us 
spread our Stewardship dollars wisely and effectively.

COMMENTS ON FY 2016 OPERATING RESULTS & FY 2017 PLANS:
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W hy are we so often and easily 
convinced that our own positions 
and opinions are right? When 

faced with conflict and opposition, we can be 
tempted to shout down or coerce the people on 
the other side. In politics and religion, heated and 
controversial debates lead some to accuse others 
of being unpatriotic, uncaring, ignorant, even 
un-Christian. Regardless of our behavior, being 
convinced that we are 100 percent correct comes at 
a price. Rory Vaden, an author, speaker, and self-
discipline strategist, writes: “[I]f I already ‘know’ 
what’s true, I don’t need to entertain the idea of 
another perspective....Many of us hold on to 
beliefs, even about our own lives, that aren’t 
accurate....Yes, we want to be proven ‘right,’ 
even if what we’re right about keeps us from 
growth and change.” 

When we eliminate dialogue, we alienate 
ourselves. We never discover what other 
people know, additional (or better) solutions, 
and the full truth. 

The Pharisee in today’s parable believes that 
talking with the tax collector would be beneath 
him, even meaningless: The tax collector is a 
sinner, while he is a righteous man whose works 
prove his worth. In his self-absorbed superiority he 
cannot see his lack of compassion or find humility 
before God. He forgets the many declarations in 
Scripture that God hears the cries of the poor, 
weak, and oppressed. This week, let us listen to 

these least ones and become one with them.

Mary Katharine Deeley
sundaybulletin@liguori.org

October 23, 2016  ✦  Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time (C)
Sir 35:12–14, 16–18  ✦  2 Tm 4:6–8, 16–18  ✦  Lk 18:9–14   

Ordinary Time

A Word From Pope Francis
“Jesus condemns people with good manners but bad habits… 
[Law saves] when it leads you to the source of salvation, when 
it prepares your heart to receive the true salvation that comes 
from faith.”    —Morning Meditation, “Appearance and Truth,” October 14, 2014 
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PARISH STAFF

Contact: 398-3821 
Parish Office, ext 3100
School Office, ext 3108

Fr. Robert Farrell (Pastor) ext 3101, farrellr@stsusanna.org

Fr. Eric Roush (Parochial Vicar) ext 3106, roushe@stsusanna.org

Lou Wong (Deacon) ext 3137, wongl@stsusanna.org

FORMATION

Jill Berning (Early Childhood) ext 3400, berningj@stsusanna.org

Kristen Tell (Sacraments - 2nd & 8th Grades) ext 3135, tellk@stsusanna.org

Susan Gravely (DRE: RCIA & CFP) ext 3110, gravelys@stsusanna.org

Susan Hack (DRE School/Adult Formation) ext 3169, hacks@stsusanna.org

Michele Carle-Bosch (Adult Formation) ext 3149, carleboschm@stsusanna.org

YOUTH MINISTRY

Randi Hom (Junior High Youth) ext 3195, homr@stsusanna.org

Judie Kuhlman (High School Youth) ext 3195, kuhlmanj@stsusanna.org

PEACE & JUSTICE

Mary Jo Burns (Peace & Justice) ext 3120, burnsmj@stsusanna.org

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF

Karla Eysoldt (Hispanic Ministry) ext 3202, keysoldt@catholiccincinnati.org

Joette Ewing (Preschool) ext 3131, ewingj@stsusanna.org

Megan Sheeran (Business Manager) ext 3121, msheeran@stsusanna.org

Kevan Hartman (Principal) ext 3109, hartmank@stsusanna.org

Teresa Johns (Communications Director) ext 3104, johnst@stsusanna.org

Doug Popp (Facilities) ext 3154, poppd@stsusanna.org

Guy Vanasse (Music & Liturgy) ext 3105, vanasseg@stsusanna.org

ORGANIZATION

Boosters

Caregiver Support Group

Festival

Finance Commission

Fish Fry

Health & Wellness

Knights of Columbus

Men’s Prayer Group

Moms Group

Natural Family Planning

Prayer Network

PTO

Risen Life

School Commission

Schuh Center

St. Vincent de Paul

Women’s Association

Young at Heart

CONTACT

Mark Cravens, 770-4278

Sharon Kipfer, 509-3278

Parish Office, 398-3821

Megan Sheeran, 398-3821

Scott Kososki, 461-9098

Laura Barbetta, 847-1849

David Meyer, 262-0287

Bill Bross, 518-9594

Katie Fortener, (248) 515-8895

Tom & Colleen O’Rourke, 398-3116

Kathy Mussman, 777-5981

Libby Groskopf, 398-9735

Roberta Brunck, 777-1476

Laura Mueller, 315-7370

Teresa Bolte, 779-8965

John Bennett, 675-3620

Jean Robbins, 236-5436

Dottie Linton, 754-0114

10/9
10/10
10/11
10/12
10/13
10/14
10/15

$100
$40
$40
$40
$40
$40
$40

Dan Haugherty
Peg Jennings
Juan Reina
Habegger Family 
Beth & Jeff Graham
Mary Lorei
Heidi Dodsworth

PTO 365 DAY RAFFLE WINNERS


