REFLECTING WITH THE PASTOR
NOVEMBER 20, 2016
OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE
LONG LIVE THE KING…
616 Reading Road
Mason, Ohio 45040
Phone: 513-398-3821
Parish Office: ext. 3100
School Office: ext. 3108
After Hours Emergency: ext. 3200
Fax: 513-398-2254
Parish Office Hours
Monday - Friday:
8:30am - 4:30pm
1st Sunday of the Month:
8:15am - 12:30pm

Today we celebrate the feast of Christ the King. It
was established by Pope Pius XI in 1925, because
the people of the day had “thrust Jesus Christ and
this holy law out of their lives.” The pope went on to
claim “that as long as individuals and states refused
to submit to the rule of our Savior there would be no
hopeful prospect of a lasting peace among nations.”
Pius could have been speaking to people today. How
can believing people fail so miserably to make a
change in the world? How can we continue to fool
ourselves into believing that we don’t need a king, we
can rule and control our own destiny?
For early Christians Jesus was indeed the fulfillment
of the expectations of the Jewish people. Jesus is
king by the grace of God, shepherd of the people and commander of Israel. Our
gospel shows us that Jesus is indeed a king, though he reigns from a bloody cross
rather than from a majestic throne. As risen Lord he is the head of the church and
the firstborn of the dead. As head of the church he is intimately joined to us, his
members. As firstborn from the dead, he is the promise of our own resurrections.
This last Sunday of the liturgical year we are given an opportunity to recommit
ourselves to him, for we know well that without him there can be “no really hopeful
prospect of a lasting peace among nations.” What can you do this week to bring
Christ’s reign of justice, love and peace into the life of another?

Bulletin Deadline
The deadline for all articles for
the Sunday bulletin is Friday
afternoon, (9) days before the
article appears in the bulletin.
Please send items, along with
the dates they should run, to
bulletin@stsusanna.org for
submission.

2

MASS INTENTIONS & WEEKEND PRESIDERS
Monday, November 21
6:00pm

Carol Kilroy

Tuesday, November 22
8:15am

Richard Bolte

Wednesday, November 23
8:15am

LaVerne Stratmann

Thursday, November 24
9:00am

William Linton

Friday, November 25
8:15am

Larry Boho

PRAY FOR THOSE
SERVING OVERSEAS!
Mark Anzer
Alex Back
Brandon Florea
Joseph Patrick Fusco
Thomas Prieve
David Rodriguez
Justin Schuh
Christian Sorfnsen
Liz Vossler
James Wernke
Rachelle Wernke
Ryan Whitaker
Jim Wykoff
Michael Zeller

Saturday, November 26
8:15am
5:00pm

Halina Kostrzewska
(Fr. Roush) John Huesing

Sunday, November 27
7:30am
9:00am

(Fr. Roush) Marilyn Ruwe
(Fr. Roush)
Deceased Members of the
Vonderheide Family
11:15am (Fr. Farrell) Sopczak Family
4:00pm
(Spanish Mass) John Vodenik
6:00pm
(Fr. Farrell) Irene Ulane

Holy Days of Obligation
6:30am, 8:15am, 7:00pm

Reconciliation
Monday at 6:45pm
Saturday at 9:00am

Eucharistic Exposition
Monday, 6:45 - 9:00pm

First Friday

After 8:15am Mass Friday to beginning
of 8:15am Mass Saturday

Rosary/Devotions

Tuesday through Saturday at 7:30am

PRAYERS FOR
THOSE IN NEED
Maya Collins
Ron Dearth
James Edmund
Dick Gardner
Marilyn Gomez
Scott Greisl
Dianne Kunkle
Ray Meibers
Michael Murphy
Michaela Nowakowski
Gabriel Orick
Alonso Ortiz
Diego Ortiz
Kathy Rohde
Ed Ryan
Doreen Schowalter
Marie Sueberling
Annette Uhrick
Mike Webber
Tara Williams
Jennifer Williamson
Divine Healer, God of Wholeness,
we place these parishoners in your
hands; we ask for healing, but also
for acceptance of their illness and
of your holy plan. Help them and
us to embrace whatever you have
in mind for them. Support them in
their anxieties, fears, pains, and the
frustrations of their illness. Support
them with the strength of the Holy
Spirit. We ask this in the name
of Jesus, compassionate healer of
those in need of health and hope.
Amen.

Nursery Available
The nursery is available for 9:00 and
11:15am Masses. It is located in the
undercroft. Call ext. 3126 or email
nursery@stsusanna.org for details.

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
For children in grades K-2, September
through May, 9:00 and 11:15am
Masses. For details, contact Susan
Gravely, ext. 3110 or
gravelys@stsusanna.org.

Spanish Mass
A Mass in Spanish will be held at
4:00pm on the 2nd & 4th Sundays of
every month. For details, contact
Karla Eysoldt, ext. 3202 or
keysoldt@catholiccincinnati.org.
Misa en español es el segundo y cuarto
domingo del mes a las 4:00pm.

Parish Membership
We joyfully welcome new members
of our parish community. Information
packets are available at the desk in the
Gathering Space.
Please register by calling the Parish
Office (513-398-3821), online
(www.stsusanna.org), or after Mass
on the first Sunday of the month in the
Parish Office.

Parish Library
The Library is located in the undercroft
of the church. Media can be checked
out at any time. Stop by the Parish
Office for help.

Prayer Requests
If you have people to be prayed for and
would like to have them in the bulletin,
please email bulletin@stsusanna.org and
we will begin publishing them weekly.
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WORSHIP
Our Catholic Faith
Are you interested in learning more
about our beautiful Catholic Faith and
perhaps becoming Catholic?
Are you an Adult Catholic seeking
Confirmation?
Then please contact Susan Gravely,
ext. 3110 or gravelys@stsusanna.org.

Baptism Preparation
Please find more information on our
website: www.stsusanna.org/baptism.
Upon your completion of the required
forms found on the site, a member of the
Parish Staff will contact you.

The flowers gracing the altar
this weekend have been placed
in memory Kortney Snyder
by the Snyder Family.

RCIA SPONSORS NEEDED
RCIA sponsors, particularly couples, who might be willing to sponsor a couple coming from
another faith tradition into the Catholic Church, are needed. Please contact Susan Gravely
if you might be able to do this (gravelys@stsusanna.org).

ALTAR FLOWER DEDICATION
Marriage Preparation
Please contact the Parish Office no later
than six months prior to the date of
intended marriage.

You can dedicate the placing of flowers at the altar in memory of
a loved one or to honor a special occasion. The amount is $50 to
defray the cost of the flowers.
To reserve a date, please contact the Parish Office, 398-3821
ext. 3100.

STEWARDSHIP
November 13, 2016

BUDGET
$40,000

November 13, 2016

ACTUAL

Over / (Under)
Budget

$38,711

($1,289)

BUDGET

ACTUAL

Year to Date

Over / (Under)
Budget

$854,000

$833,401

($20,599)

Year to Date

THIS WEEK, FROM THE ST. SUSANNA VINCENTIANS...
Today as we celebrate Christ the King, may we open the door of our heart so wide
that we may listen to the voice of Jesus calling us to help build his kingdom here on
earth. Through your gifts, our parish Society of St. Vincent de Paul is able to bring
God’s love and mercy to area families, providing food, money for utility and rent
bills, etc. Thank You for your generous donations to this ministry! Thank You!

THIS WEEKEND IS THE CATHOLIC CAMPAIGN FOR HUMAN DEVELOPMENT
The collection for the Catholic Campaign for Human Development (CCHD) provides funding
for groups that make lasting change and uplift the poor in the United States. CCHD’s grants
improve education, support economic development, and create affordable housing in lowincome neighborhoods. Help us continue to defend human dignity and build communities of
solidarity.
Please give to the CCHD Collection. You can use your designated envelope from your packet
or can visit the parish website and click on Online Giving on the home page to make a
designated gift.
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ADULT
FORMATION
ADULTFAITH
FAITH FORMATION
DATE NIGHT
“What Keeps You Together”
(Holiday Theme)
Friday, December 2nd at
6:30pm in The Meyer Center

ADVENT DISCIPLESHIP GROUPS
“It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas,” or, at least that’s
the assumption based on that familiar holiday song. But what
does that look like at your house? Most of us anticipate the great
sales at the mall on the day after Thanksgiving, string lights on
the outside of our house, and decorate the inside of our homes.
But how exactly are we preparing our hearts for the greatest gift
we’ve ever been given? Through an exploration of the mystery
of the Incarnation, the Virgin Birth, and the events surrounding
the arrival of Jesus, this Advent study offers an opportunity to
experience the joy of the true meaning of Christmas.

Come strengthen your marriage by coming together to enjoy each
other’s company as well as meet other couples! Date night will
have a focus on the blessings couples are to one another and
how our faith in Jesus is at the heart!
Cost: $35 per couple - Includes dinner and babysitting if needed.
Questions? Contact Susan Hack at hacks@stsusanna.org.
To register, please visit: www.stsusanna.org/datenight.

The groups will meet Tuesdays during Advent (November 29th,
December 6th, December 13th, and December 20th) at either
9:30am or 7:00pm.
To register, please visit: www.stsusanna.org/adventgroups.
Questions? Contact Susan Hack at hacks@stsusanna.org.

GOD WILL PROVIDE
Kitty Cleveland gives a stirring testimony
which takes us all the way to the U.S.
Supreme Court. Kitty has appeared five
times as a guest on EWTN’s “Life on the
Rock” television series; her music is being
used in their new television series “The
Faithful Traveler”; and she has appeared
in concert and as a keynote speaker
throughout the world. Following her presentation are nine songs,
including three inspiring original recordings.

After the 9:00am/before the 11:15am
Masses in the St. Susanna Room in the
Undercroft. All are welcome! No cost and
no reservations needed.

Lighthouse Catholic Media CDs are in the Gathering Space for
$3.00 each.

October 30th - December 18th: Priest,
Prophet & King (by Bishop Barron)

RESPECT LIFE
“Through his victory, Jesus has opened to us his kingdom. But it is for us to enter into it, beginning with our life now
– his kingdom begins now – by being close in concrete ways to our brothers and sisters who ask for bread, clothing,
acceptance, solidarity, catechesis. If we truly love them, we will be willing to share with them what is most precious to us,
Jesus himself and his Gospel.”
- Pope Francis, Homily on Solemnity of Christ the King, 23 November 2014 © Libreria Editrice Vaticana.
Used with permission.
When scanned with a smartphone, the QR code will direct to the webpage where the referenced resource is located.
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CHILDREN’S FAITH FORMATION
Early Childhood 2016-2017
Faith formation for 3, 4, preK 5-yearolds and kindergartners meets on
Sunday mornings at 9:00 AM. For more
information, contact Jill Berning,
ext 3400 or berningj@stsusanna.org.

JR. HIGH YOUTH MINISTRY, 6TH-8TH GRADES
UPCOMING EVENTS
November 20th
Service Project: Thanksgiving Cards
November 27th
NO YOUTH NIGHT - Happy Thanksgiving!

Preschool
Weekday Preschool is available for ages
2-5 in the undercroft of church. For more
information, contact Joette Ewing, ext.
3131 or ewingj@stsusanna.org.

December 4th
Crazy Trivia Night
For more information, contact Randi Hom, homr@stsusanna.org.

CFP
Grades 1-8 (2016-2017)
Faith formation for elementary students
will be Summer Sessions and Sundays
from 10:15 to 11:45 AM and Mondays
6:30 to 7:45 PM. For more information,
contact Susan Gravely, ext 3110 or
gravelys@stsusanna.org or Traci Raley,
ext. 3111 or raleyt@stsusanna.org.

Saint Susanna School
The parish school provides a Catholic
education for Grades K-8.
For more information, contact the
School Office, ext 3108 or
cappellap@stsusanna.org.

SR. HIGH YOUTH MINISTRY, 9TH-12TH GRADES
UPCOMING EVENTS
November 20th
Sacrament/Prayer: Prayer Fair
November 27th
NO MEETING - Happy Thanksgiving!
December 4th
LIFE Mass - Angels & Ornaments
For more information, contact Judie Kuhlman, kuhlmanj@stsusanna.org.

SCHOOL NEWS
•
•

Faith Alive
Grades 6-8 (2016-2017)
Sundays 4:00pm to 5:45pm
in the St. John Bosco Youth Room.
For more information, contact
Youth Minister Randi Hom, ext 3195 or
homr@stsusanna.org.

LIFE
Grades 9-12 (2016-2017)
Sundays at 7:00pm in the St.
John Bosco Youth Room. For more
information, contact Judie Kuhlman at
kuhlmanj@stsusanna.org.
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•
•
•

Report cards will be distributed on Monday.
Our annual Thanksgiving Feast (celebrated by our 1st & 2nd
grade students) will be held on Tuesday, November 22nd at
10:45am. What a great way to lead into each school family’s
celebration of Thanksgiving.
Our Thanksgiving break will begin on Wednesday, November
23rd through Sunday, November 27th. School will resume Monday, November 28th.
The entire faculty and staff at Saint Susanna School wishes all the families of Saint
Susanna Parish a Happy Thanksgiving!
The 20th Annual Harvest for the Hungry (sponsored by Saint Susanna School and the
Christian Formation Program students) began on Sunday, October 30th, and ends this
Tuesday, November 22nd. As usual, students of the parish will be collecting food and
other nonperishable items for the needy. Our goal this year is to collect 100 boxes of
food and other items. As part of our school philosophy, we are excited to be a part of
this enormously valuable service. Please help wherever you can…every donation will
bring us closer to our goal.

BOOSTERS NEWS
Seeking candidates for Girls Basketball Coordinator and Girls Cheerleading
Coordinator. Please contact Mark Cravens (mcravens@apctowers.com /
(859) 916-6161).

DISCIPLES IN ACTION
*** THE TURKEY DINNER MINISTRY NEEDS YOUR HELP!!! ***
Last year, we were able to provide for 400 families and our demand this year is for another 400. He will
provide for what is needed again this year, but will need YOUR help to make it happen.
At this point, we are only funded for 158 meals.
The number of meals is directly tied to the generosity of each of us, with each meal costing $40.
All donations are needed this weekend (November 19th/20th).
Your immediate financial support is greatly appreciated.

TURKEY DINNER
MINISTRY

ST. SUSANNA’S GIVING TREE
KICKS OFF THIS WEEKEND!

If you forgot to bring your items
for the turkey dinner preparation,
please feel free to deliver them to
the Parish Office on Monday or
Tuesday, November 21st/22nd.
If you would like to participate in the actual preparation of the
meals or to acquire more information, please contact Karen and
Ricky Mathews, rkanj2005@yahoo.com or 755-7645.

The trees for the annual parish Giving Tree
ministry are now displayed in the gathering
space and by the elevator. This year three
organizations will benefit from the donations:
• the Schuh Center (red ornaments)
• St. George Food Pantry in Clifton (green
ornaments)
• St. Vincent DePaul St. Joseph Conference
in Adams County (yellow ornaments)

Financial contributions will be used for purchasing items for the
Thanksgiving Meals. If any contributions are received in excess
of what is spent on these meals, those funds will be used to
meet the needs of the poor and vulnerable in our area and the
surrounding area. Thank you in advance for your support.

Please stop by the trees to take an ornament… or 2 or 3.
Purchase the item listed on the ornament. Pay close attention to
the ornament to see if the gift needs to be wrapped or not. Return
the gift with the ornament attached to the church by the weekend of
December 3rd/4th.
Volunteers are still needed on the weekend of Dec 3rd/4th to
collect the gifts and on December 5th to deliver the gifts to St.
George Food Pantry. To volunteer for these opportunities, go to
the parish web page: www.stsusanna.org/givingtree.

SCHUH CENTER NEEDS
Food Donations! For those
who are struggling financially,
purchasing food needed can be
very stressful. Many depend
upon pantries for food items to get
through.
Immediate needs at the Schuh Center are:
• Canned Beef Stew
• Stove Top Stuffing
• Gravy - Canned or Jar
• Manwich
The Schuh Center would love to have any extra Halloween
candy - it will be used to put in our Christmas stockings to be
handed out to our families in need.

If you have questions, please contact Mary Jo Burns at
burnsmj@stsusanna.org or 398-3821 ext. 3120.

CHRISTMAS STOCKING
DONATIONS NEEDED
Each year the Schuh Center hands out
Christmas Stockings to its patrons.
Donations that are needed include:
• the actual Christmas stockings
• small item stocking stuffers
Please place donations in the Peace and
Justice Kiosk in the Gathering Space of the church. It is requested
that donations be in by December 2nd so the Christmas stockings
can be handed out to those who visit the Schuh Center during the
month of December. Thank you in advance for your donations
and thoughtfulness in reaching out to others during this Holiday
Season.
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Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe
November 20, 2016 (C) ✦ 2 Sm 5:1–3 ✦ Col 1:12–20 ✦ Lk 23:35–43

T

he readings for the solemnity of Christ the
king in each of the three Sunday cycles help
us to see how different Jesus’ kingship is
from that of earthly rulers. The reign of Jesus is not
tied to judgment or authority, for he subjects himself
to the judgment and authority of others. His reign is
not tied to an ability to make and defend laws, for he
submits to the existing law which condemns him to
death on a cross. His reign is not tied to the power
to conquer nations or to lead great armies against
oppressors. Christ the king comes to save, to conquer
“death and the devil” (Catechism 636, 1019).
Rather, the kingdom of God is about comfort,
peace, redemption, truth, real justice, and mercy.
Even from the cross, Jesus
forgave his enemies and held
on to no anger or hate. He
welcomed repentant sinners
into the kingdom. He resisted the temptation to impress
others with the power that
came from who he was and
who he knew. In the great
contradiction of our faith,
the power of Christ the King
is manifest in his willingness
to become powerless for love
of us.
What does that mean for
us, his disciples? We, too,
must let go of power, reject
destruction, and turn toward
God. As we make our way,

A Redemptorist Ministry
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we are called to practice forgiveness, hospitality,
and humility in loving all of God’s children. As
we close this Year of Mercy and enter another
Advent, this may be the best gift we can give to
Christ our king.
Mary K atharine Deeley
sundaybulletin@liguori.org

Liguori Publications is deeply grateful to Mary
Katharine Deeley for her articulate stories and
amazing insight into the Sunday readings for
the last three years. Starting next week, we will
feature reflections from Fr. Mark Haydu, LC, and
artwork from the Vatican Museums.

© 2016 Liguori Publications, Liguori, MO 63057-9999. Printed in U.S.A. Imprimatur: “In accordance with CIC 827, permission to publish has been granted on June 7, 2016, by
the Most Reverend Edward M. Rice, Auxiliary Bishop, Archdiocese of St. Louis. Permission to publish is an indication that nothing contrary to Church teaching is contained
in this work. It does not imply any endorsement of the opinions expressed in the publication; nor is any liability assumed by this permission.” No part of this work may
be used in any form without the prior written permission of Liguori Publications. Scripture texts in this work are taken from the New American Bible, revised edition
© 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. All Rights Reserved. Design: John Krus. Image: Renata Sedmakova / Shutterstock.
To order Liguori Sunday Bulletins, call 800-325-9521.

PARISH STAFF

ORGANIZATION

CONTACT

Contact: 398-3821
Parish Office, ext 3100
School Office, ext 3108

Boosters

Mark Cravens, 770-4278

Caregiver Support Group

Sharon Kipfer, 509-3278

Fr. Robert Farrell (Pastor) ext 3101, farrellr@stsusanna.org

Festival

Parish Office, 398-3821

Fr. Eric Roush (Parochial Vicar) ext 3106, roushe@stsusanna.org

Finance Commission

Megan Sheeran, 398-3821

Lou Wong (Deacon) ext 3137, wongl@stsusanna.org

Fish Fry

Scott Kososki, 461-9098

Health & Wellness

Laura Barbetta, 847-1849

Jill Berning (Early Childhood) ext 3400, berningj@stsusanna.org

Knights of Columbus

David Meyer, 262-0287

Kristen Tell (Sacraments - 2nd & 8th Grades) ext 3135, tellk@stsusanna.org

Men’s Prayer Group

Bill Bross, 518-9594

Susan Gravely (DRE: RCIA & CFP) ext 3110, gravelys@stsusanna.org

Moms Group

Katie Fortener, (248) 515-8895

Susan Hack (DRE School/Adult Formation) ext 3169, hacks@stsusanna.org

Natural Family Planning

Tom & Colleen O’Rourke, 398-3116

Michele Carle-Bosch (Adult Formation) ext 3149, carleboschm@stsusanna.org

Prayer Network

Kathy Mussman, 777-5981

PTO

Libby Groskopf, 398-9735

Randi Hom (Junior High Youth) ext 3195, homr@stsusanna.org

Risen Life

Roberta Brunck, 777-1476

Judie Kuhlman (High School Youth) ext 3195, kuhlmanj@stsusanna.org

School Commission

Laura Mueller, 315-7370

Schuh Center

Teresa Bolte, 779-8965

St. Vincent de Paul

John Bennett, 675-3620

Women’s Association

Jean Robbins, 236-5436

Young at Heart

Dottie Linton, 754-0114

FORMATION

YOUTH MINISTRY

PEACE & JUSTICE
Mary Jo Burns (Peace & Justice) ext 3120, burnsmj@stsusanna.org
ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Karla Eysoldt (Hispanic Ministry) ext 3202, keysoldt@catholiccincinnati.org
Joette Ewing (Preschool) ext 3131, ewingj@stsusanna.org
Megan Sheeran (Business Manager) ext 3121, msheeran@stsusanna.org
Kevan Hartman (Principal) ext 3109, hartmank@stsusanna.org
Teresa Johns (Communications Director) ext 3104, johnst@stsusanna.org
Doug Popp (Facilities) ext 3154, poppd@stsusanna.org
Guy Vanasse (Music & Liturgy) ext 3105, vanasseg@stsusanna.org

PTO 365 DAY RAFFLE WINNERS
11/6
11/7
11/8
11/9
11/10
11/11
11/12

Angie Imm
Doris Berman
Scott Sollmann
Mike & Sabrina Snyder
Tatiana Butts
Jim & Darcy Doepker
Stuart Bentley

$100
$40
$40
$40
$40
$40
$40
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