REFLECTING WITH THE PASTOR
FEBRUARY 26, 2017
EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
IN GOD WE TRUST…
616 Reading Road
Mason, Ohio 45040
Phone: 513-398-3821
Parish Office: ext. 3100
School Office: ext. 3108
After Hours Emergency: ext. 3200
Fax: 513-398-2254
Parish Office Hours
Monday - Friday:
8:30am - 4:30pm
1st Sunday of the Month:
8:15am - 12:30pm

I don’t know about you but I’m
starting to get my financial records
together in order to file my taxes.
In looking at the reading for this
weekend, I can’t help but think
about money. The money of the
United States, coins and bills alike,
bear the statement, “In God We
Trust.” It’s strange that for such a
materialistic culture as ours, we have
this statement of faith on our currency. Trust typically flows from a position of
vulnerability and need. While many people today are in fact vulnerable and in
need, far too many would never admit that their trust is founded on God. Yet that
is exactly what our ancestors in the faith tell us today.
In times of defeat, in times of hardship… we are called to remember that God
never abandons us, never forgets us. Even if by some chance a mother could
forget her child, God will never forget us! This is a God in whom we can put our
trust. Jesus challenges us to remember that our loyalties can’t be divided between
the values of this world and the values of God’s world. As good as the things of
this world are… they are not lasting and will never bring about ultimate happiness.
God cares for all living things even without their asking for help. Our Father in
heaven knows all our needs. Now this is a God we can trust!
If we seek the things of
God, we must trust that
God will care for us even
though we may not know
how this will unfold. If we
seek first the things of God,
we must trust that God
wants more for us than this world will ever provide. There is no guarantee that
trust in God will preserve us from hardship. It has been said that we don’t place
our trust in what God can do, but in the God who can do all things.

Bulletin Deadline
The deadline for all articles for
the Sunday bulletin is Friday
afternoon, (9) days before the
article appears in the bulletin.
Please send items, along with
the dates they should run, to
bulletin@stsusanna.org for
submission.
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Herein lies the problem. In a strong, independent, prosperous nation, we are
seldom called on to trust anything or anyone but ourselves. It is good for us to
realize that everything we have is a gift... that we receive everything from God.
Spend some time this week reflecting on the people in your life you trust. Are there
areas of your life you have not entrusted to God?

MASS INTENTIONS & WEEKEND PRESIDERS
Monday, February 27
6:00pm

The Naylor Family
(Special Intention)

Tuesday, February 28
8:15am

Gene O’Neil

Wednesday, March 1
8:15am
5:00pm
7:00pm

Corona Farne
Will Schneider
Lillian Chapdelain

Thursday, March 2
8:15am

Steven Mastalerz

Saturday, March 4
8:15am
5:00pm

Alma Smith
(Fr. Farrell) Michelle Hodge

Sunday, March 5
7:30am
9:00am
11:15am
6:00pm

Alex Back
Brandon Florea
Joseph Patrick Fusco
Thomas Prieve
David Rodriguez
Justin Schuh
Christian Sorfnsen
James Wernke
Rachelle Wernke
Ryan Whitaker
Jim Wykoff
Michael Zeller

Dorothy L. Rauschenberger

Friday, March 3
8:15am

PRAY FOR THOSE
SERVING OVERSEAS!

(Fr.
(Fr.
(Fr.
(Fr.

Farrell)
Farrell)
Roush)
Roush)

Mary Kinane
Jane Brinkmann
James Depinet
Reinaldo Dorado

Holy Days of Obligation
6:30am, 8:15am, 7:00pm

Reconciliation
Monday at 6:45pm
Saturday at 9:00am

Eucharistic Exposition
Monday, 6:45 - 9:00pm

First Friday
After 8:15am Mass Friday to beginning
of 8:15am Mass Saturday

Rosary/Devotions
Tuesday through Saturday at 7:30am

PRAYERS FOR
THOSE IN NEED
Maya Collins
Ron Dearth
James Edmund
Jessica Foster
Dick Gardner
Marilyn Gomez
Scott Greisl
Smiley Jungkunz
Dianne Kunkle
Lucas McCrea
Ray Meibers
Michael Murphy
Gabriel Orick
Alonso Ortiz
Diego Ortiz
Barbie Quinto
Kathy Rohde
Doreen Schowalter
Marie Sueberling
Annette Uhrick
Mike Webber
Divine Healer, God of Wholeness,
we place these parishoners in Your
hands; we ask for healing, but also
for acceptance of their illness and
of Your holy plan. Help them and
us to embrace whatever You have
in mind for them. Support them in
their anxieties, fears, pains, and the
frustrations of their illness. Support
them with the strength of the Holy
Spirit. We ask this in the name
of Jesus, compassionate healer of
those in need of health and hope.
Amen.

Nursery Available
The nursery is available for 9:00 and
11:15am Masses. It is located in the
undercroft. Call ext. 3126 or email
nursery@stsusanna.org for details.

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
For children in grades K-2, September
through May, 9:00 and 11:15am
Masses. For details, contact Susan
Gravely, ext. 3110 or
gravelys@stsusanna.org.

Spanish Mass
A Mass in Spanish will be held at
4:00pm on the 2nd & 4th Sundays of
every month. For details, contact
Karla Eysoldt, ext. 3202 or
keysoldt@catholiccincinnati.org.
Misa en español es el segundo y cuarto
domingo del mes a las 4:00pm.

Parish Membership
We joyfully welcome new members
of our parish community. Information
packets are available at the desk in the
Gathering Space.
Please register by calling the Parish
Office (513-398-3821), online
(www.stsusanna.org), or after Mass
on the first Sunday of the month in the
Parish Office.

Parish Library
The Library is located in the undercroft
of the church. Media can be checked
out at any time. Stop by the Parish
Office for help.

Prayer Requests
If you have people to be prayed for and
would like to have them in the bulletin,
please email bulletin@stsusanna.org and
we will begin publishing them weekly.
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION
Our Catholic Faith
Are you interested in learning more
about our beautiful Catholic Faith and
perhaps becoming Catholic?
Are you an Adult Catholic seeking
Confirmation?
Then please contact Susan Hack,
ext. 3169 or hacks@stsusanna.org.
Baptism Preparation
Please find more information on our
website: www.stsusanna.org/baptism.
Upon your completion of the required
forms found on the site, a member of the
Parish Staff will contact you.
Marriage Preparation
Please contact the Parish Office no later
than six months prior to the date of
intended marriage.

BOOK CLUB
Next meeting: March 8th at 10:00am
Book: The Poisonwood Bible (by Barbara Kingsolver)
The Poisonwood Bible is a story told by the wife and four daughters of
Nathan Price, a fierce, evangelical Baptist who takes his family and
mission to the Belgian Congo in 1959. They carry with them everything
they believe they will need from home, but soon find that all of it—from
garden seeds to Scripture—is calamitously transformed on African
soil. What follows is a suspenseful epic of one family’s tragic undoing
and remarkable reconstruction over the course of three decades in
postcolonial Africa.

WOMEN’S DAY OF PRAYER
St. Susanna Women’s Association is sponsoring a “Day of
Prayer” for all women of the parish on Saturday, March 11,
2017, beginning at Noon in the St. Susanna Room. The day
will begin with a lunch of chili and sandwiches followed by a
presentation by Father Eric Roush on his conversion. The day
will conclude with a recitation of the Rosary.
Reservations are required. There is no charge for the day, but
attendees are invited to bring a salad or dessert to share with others. For more information
and/or to make a reservation, please contact Joan Peskin at peskin8@gmail.com or at
513-309-4023 or 513-459-0843.

MEN OF ST. SUSANNA PARISH...
The 28th retreat for the Christ Renews His Parish (CRHP) weekend will be held Saturday, May 6th and Sunday,
May 7th, 2017. The CRHP retreat, pronounced “Chirp,” is an overnight retreat for adult men seeking to
deepen their Catholic faith while expanding their fellowship with other men of the parish.
Attending CRHP has changed many personal, professional, and spiritual lives over the last 27 years. If you’re
reading this, there’s a good chance you should be a part of the weekend. Don’t wait – spaces are filling up
fast. Please consider taking part in an enjoyable and memorable weekend of fellowship. All you have to do
is listen. CRHP is free to attend and all meals are provided.
Contact Jim Gavigan at chrp28stsue@gmail.com or (513) 509-1129 for more information.

STEWARDSHIP
The total for the February 19, 2017 collection was not available by the printing of this bulletin, it will be published next week.

THIS WEEK, FROM THE ST. SUSANNA VINCENTIANS...
Jesus tells us that our heavenly Father knows all that we need, and so we need to let tomorrow take care of itself as today has troubles
enough of its own. Through your gifts, our parish Society of St. Vincent de Paul chapter is able to bring God’s love and mercy to area
families, providing food, money for utility and rent bills, etc. Thank You for your generous donations to this ministry!
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DISCIPLES
ACTION
ADULT
FAITHIN
FORMATION
PEACE & JUSTICE CALENDAR
MONTH

THEME

March

Women’s
History Month /
World Water Day

ACTIVITY

• Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur
Clean Water Project
• Heifer International Lenten Project
• Easter Basket Drive

IT’S KAIROS TIME
The next Kairos retreat at Lebanon
Correctional Institution will be March
9-12, 2017 and your help is being
asked for again.
•

Baking cookies always seems to be the most popular way of
helping. Please plan on dropping them off at the church on
March 4th-5th or at the office until March 8th.

•

If you can help financially, the cost of a weekend is around
$7,000.00, which is covered by contributions only. To
sponsor an inmate is $125, which covers his meals for the
weekend, and his Bible and cross. Any and all contributions
are greatly appreciated and tax exempt. Checks should be
made out to “Kairos of Ohio.”

•

Also, there will be a prayer sign-up sheet at the Peace and
Justice desk, where you can offer an hour of prayer during
the weekend. Just sign your name on the time slot that you
are willing to stay in prayer for. In advance, thank you for
your help with this prison ministry.

THE SCHUH CENTER
IS GEARING UP FOR
EASTER!
Donations are needed to help
provide Easter baskets to families
that are less fortunate. Items that
are needed include:
•
•
•
•
•

Completed Easter Basket
that individual/family puts
together
Pre-made Easter Baskets that can be purchased at the store
Baskets
Individually Wrapped Candy – Peeps, Tootsie Rolls, Suckers,
Chocolate Bunnies, Chocolate Candy (i.e. – Hershey Kisses,
assorted Mini Chocolate Bars, etc.)
Assorted Small Toys – Jump Ropes, Bubbles, Kites, Sidewalk
Chalk, Frisbees, Play Doh, Coloring Book and Crayons,
Bouncy Balls, Miniature Stuffed Bunnies

If you are able to provide any of these items, please drop them off
at the Peace and Justice Kiosk in the Gathering Space of church
by March 19th.
Parishioners who would like to help assemble the Easter Baskets
can meet at the Schuh Center on Wednesday, March 22nd at
12:00pm.
Thank you in advance for considering this opportunity to provide
Easter baskets to those in need in our community.

THIS WEEK, FROM THE ST. SUSANNA
RESPECT LIFE COMMITTEE...
“Whether it lasts for a brief moment
or for a hundred years, each of
our lives is a good and perfect
gift. At every stage and in every
circumstance, we are held in
existence by God’s love.
Every life is worth living.”
- USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities
Respect Life Program Flyer

If you would be interested in attending a closing ceremony at
LECI on Sunday, March 12th, let us know.
Mike Weil, 476-9959, or mikeweil1070@gmail.com;
Wilson Velez, 225-4311, or wjvelez65@gmail.com;
Dan Mendel, 304-1253; Sam Shine, 310-3334

BAKERS NEEDED FOR PARISH FISH FRY!!
If you like to bake, then we can use
your help in stocking our signature
dessert table! Each week we go
through 500-600 plates of desserts
and we need all the help we can get
to keep the table stocked with homebaked goodies!! The Fish Fry Events
will be held in the Meyer Center from
5:00 to 8:00 PM Fridays during Lent.
We look forward to seeing you!
If you are interested in helping out, please visit:
www.stsusanna.org/fishfry.

2017 CATHOLIC MINISTRIES
APPEAL (CMA)
Archbishop Schnurr sends his thanks
to everyone from St. Susanna who has
supported the 2017 Catholic Ministries
Appeal. If you have not yet made your pledge, please consider
doing so this week. For more information and to pledge online,
please visit CatholicAppeal.info. Thank you!
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CHILDREN’S FAITH FORMATION
Early Childhood 2016-2017
Faith formation for 3, 4, preK 5-yearolds and kindergartners meets on
Sunday mornings at 9:00 AM. For more
information, contact Jill Berning,
ext. 3400 or berningj@stsusanna.org.

Preschool
Weekday Preschool is available for ages
2-5 in the undercroft of church. For more
information, contact Joette Ewing, ext.
3131 or ewingj@stsusanna.org.

CFP
Grades 1-8 (2016-2017)
Faith Formation for elementary students
will be Summer Sessions and Sundays
from 10:15 to 11:45am and Mondays
6:30 to 7:45pm. For more information,
contact Susan Gravely, ext. 3110 or
gravelys@stsusanna.org or Traci Raley,
ext. 3111 or raleyt@stsusanna.org.

Saint Susanna School
The parish school provides a Catholic
education for Grades K-8.
For more information, contact the
School Office, ext. 3108 or
cappellap@stsusanna.org.

JR. HIGH YOUTH MINISTRY, 6TH-8TH GRADES
UPCOMING EVENTS
February 26th
Meeting from 4:00-5:45pm in the Youth Room
March 4th at 9am - March 5th at 11:30am
Faith Alive Spring Retreat: “March Forth”
Cost: $30
Contact Judie Kuhlman, kuhlmanj@stsusanna.org

2017
Date: March 4th 9:00am to
March 5th 11:30am
Location: Meyer Center
Cost: $30
Who: 6th-8th Grade

Contact: Judie Kuhlman
kuhlmanj@stsusanna.org

SR. HIGH YOUTH MINISTRY, 9TH-12TH GRADES
UPCOMING EVENTS
February 26th
Hot Topic: Walk in My Shoes
March 5th
LIFE Mass (Stations)

Faith Alive
Grades 6-8 (2016-2017)
Sundays 4:00pm to 5:45pm
in the St. John Bosco Youth Room.

March 12th
Peace/Justice: Stuck in Traffick
March 18th-19th
LIFE Spring Retreat: Service Immersion Retreat at St. Leo’s
For more information, contact Judie Kuhlman, kuhlmanj@stsusanna.org.

LIFE
Grades 9-12 (2016-2017)
Sundays at 7:00pm in the St.
John Bosco Youth Room. For more
information, contact Judie Kuhlman at
kuhlmanj@stsusanna.org.
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This program is for younger children (age
4 - 2nd grade) on Sunday mornings. Leaders
take children into the Hospitality Room for
20 minutes to share adopted readings and to
discuss the gospel reading with these very young
children. Children return to their parents during
the intercessory prayers. Please contact Susan
Gravely, ext. 3110 or gravelys@stsusanna.org, if
you need more information.

CHILDREN’S FAITH FORMATION
SAVE THE DATES FOR
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL!

SCHOOL NEWS
•

June 26th-30th from 9am-Noon
Theme: Mighty Fortress:
In Jesus, the Victory is Won!
Participant Online Registration: March 1st - April 1st

•
•

To volunteer or register, visit:
www.stsusanna.org/vbs

ATTENTION ALL MOMS!
Moms and their
children ages 3
through 1st Grade
are invited for a fun
morning of fellowship
with other parishioners. Please plan to join the fun on Saturday,
March 18th from 10:00am-11:30am in the cafeteria. Muffins, fruit
juice, and coffee will be provided. Please indicate at registration
if your child has an allergy and an alternate will be made
available. Please register by March 11th to allow for the purchase
of sufficient food and craft supplies.
To register, visit:
www.stsusanna.org/muffinswithmom
This event is sponsored by the Preschool and Early childhood
programs. Please note that your child does NOT need to be
enrolled in either of these programs to participate in this event. A
suggested donation of $5.00 per family would help cover costs
for this event. Please give your donation to staff members the
morning of March 18th.
Direct questions to Jill Berning, Early Childhood Program
Coordinator, 398-3821 ext. 3400 or berningj@ststusanna.org
or Joette Ewing, Preschool Director, at 398-3821 ext. 3131 or
ewingj@stsusanna.org.

VOLUNTEER INFORMATION
Those volunteering with children must fulfill the following
requirements: must attend a Protecting God’s Children seminar
provided by VIRTUS, have a cleared background check of no
more than five years old, must read monthly training bulletins
online
The next open seminar at St. Susanna Parish is Thursday,
March 16, 2017, at 9:30am. You must register online to attend visit www.virtus.org to register!
If you have not yet attended a seminar, please contact the parish
office before you visit www.virtus.org in order to register. We will
provide you with a FASTRAX code that will cover the fee for you
to complete the process for the background check.

•
•

There will be no school on Monday
(27th) for a Professional Development
Day
On Wednesday the School Community
will attend the 8:15 Mass (Ash
Wednesday)
This Thursday, 7:40-8:10 AM (cafeteria) will be a deposit
day for our School Savings Program at Saint Susanna
School. Representatives from Peoples Bank (Mason) will be
present on these mornings to make deposits for our students.
Should you have any questions, please contact Alison
Thompson at 336-8120. If you need a School Savings
Program form, please contact the school office.
Our annual Flower Sale begins on Friday.
Standardized testing at Saint Susanna School begins this
week. Grades 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7 will have Iowa tests
administered in the mornings during the next two weeks.
School parents are advised to make sure your child/ren eat
a good breakfast each morning and come to school well
rested.

St. Susanna Preschool is now
registering for the 20172018 school year! We have
openings in our 2’s Monday
Class as well as our 3’s,
4’s and Pre-K afternoon
classes. For additional information about our Creative Curriculum
Program for your little one, please contact Joette Ewing, Preschool
Director, at 513-398-3821 ext. 3131 or ewingj@stsusanna.org.

ST. SUSANNA SCHOOL COMMISSION
The St. Susanna
School Commission
seeks several new
members to serve
three-year terms
beginning this
Fall. The purpose of the School Commission is to advise and
collaborate with school administrators and the pastor about
issues related to the school. Current focuses include supporting
the academic mission of St. Susanna School, identifying and
addressing the needs of the school and parish community,
maintaining and improving school facilities, and improving
communication with current and prospective school families.
If you are interested in being considered for a position, you will
need to provide a resumé and provide answers in writing to a set
of questions by April 15th. Details of the application can be found
online at: www.stsusanna.org/school.
Questions? Contact Laura Mueller at 513-315-7370 or
lkm.mueller@gmail.com.
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February 26, 2017
Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)
Is 49:14–15
1 Cor 4:1–5
Mt 6:24–34

God Loves Us
Like a Mother

T

here is no place children feel
safer than in their mother’s
arms. Since she provides them
with all they need, both physically
and emotionally, their trust and
confidence is total. God tells us not
to worry and gives us the reason: I
will never ever forget you. I know your
needs and I will take care of them.
Do you think a mother can forget her
child? Even if she were to forget, I
won’t!
In the Gospel, Jesus doesn’t
just suggest not to worry, he
commands it: “Do not worry,” he
says more than once. He knows
what preoccupies us—food, clothing,
work, and money. Why worry? What
good will it do? Can you eat better,
increase your wealth, or change
Piece: The Rest on The Flight into Egypt, circa 1510
your appearance by worrying? Can
Artist: Gerard David
you add a day to your life fretting
Location: National Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C.
about your health?
Sure, we need to think about
providing for our physical needs. We
need to make good, informed, and
you need and, like a good parent, desperately wants to
healthy decisions. The key is to reflect and decide,
give it to you!
not to worry and obsess. Keep it all in perspective.
—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC
Life is much more than material goods and personal
aspirations.
For Reflection
God loves us so much, like a mother loves her
What worries me most right now? Make a list and
child. He provides for all his creatures, even for the
entrust it all to Jesus.
lily that only blooms for a day. He knows everything

“Do not worry about tomorrow; tomorrow will take care of itself.
Sufficient for a day is its own evil ”
(Matthew 6:34).
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PARISH STAFF

ORGANIZATION

CONTACT

Contact: 398-3821
Parish Office, ext 3100
School Office, ext 3108

Boosters

Mark Cravens, 770-4278

Caregiver Support Group

Sharon Kipfer, 509-3278

Fr. Robert Farrell (Pastor) ext 3101, farrellr@stsusanna.org

Festival

Parish Office, 398-3821

Fr. Eric Roush (Parochial Vicar) ext 3106, roushe@stsusanna.org

Finance Commission

Megan Sheeran, 398-3821

Lou Wong (Deacon) ext 3137, wongl@stsusanna.org

Fish Fry

Scott Kososki, 461-9098

Health & Wellness

Laura Barbetta, 847-1849

Jill Berning (Early Childhood) ext 3400, berningj@stsusanna.org

Knights of Columbus

David Meyer, 262-0287

Kristen Tell (Sacraments - 2nd & 8th Grades) ext 3135, tellk@stsusanna.org

Men’s Prayer Group

Bill Bross, 518-9594

Susan Gravely (DRE: RCIA & CFP) ext 3110, gravelys@stsusanna.org

Moms Group

Katie Fortener, (248) 515-8895

Susan Hack (DRE School/Adult Formation) ext 3169, hacks@stsusanna.org

Natural Family Planning

Tom & Colleen O’Rourke, 398-3116

Michele Carle-Bosch (Adult Formation) ext 3149, carleboschm@stsusanna.org

Prayer Network

Kathy Mussman, 777-5981

PTO

Libby Groskopf, 398-9735

Risen Life

Roberta Brunck, 777-1476

School Commission

Laura Mueller, 315-7370

Schuh Center

Teresa Bolte, 779-8965

St. Vincent de Paul

Mary Jo Burns, 398-3821

Karla Eysoldt (Hispanic Ministry) ext 3202, keysoldt@catholiccincinnati.org

Women’s Association

Christine Phelan, 492-7265

Joette Ewing (Preschool) ext 3131, ewingj@stsusanna.org

Young at Heart

Dottie Linton, 754-0114

FORMATION

YOUTH MINISTRY
Judie Kuhlman (High School Youth) ext 3195, kuhlmanj@stsusanna.org
PEACE & JUSTICE
Mary Jo Burns (Peace & Justice) ext 3120, burnsmj@stsusanna.org
ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF

Megan Sheeran (Business Manager) ext 3121, sheeranm@stsusanna.org
Kevan Hartman (Principal) ext 3109, hartmank@stsusanna.org
Teresa Johns (Communications Director) ext 3104, johnst@stsusanna.org
Doug Popp (Facilities) ext 3154, poppd@stsusanna.org
Guy Vanasse (Music & Liturgy) ext 3105, vanasseg@stsusanna.org

PTO 365 DAY RAFFLE WINNERS
2/12
2/13
2/14
2/15
2/16
2/17
2/18

Kelly English
Ruben Diaz
Tonantzin Cisneros
Angie Tollner
Mary Beth Gibbons
Moine Family
Mike Mihelick

$100
$40
$40
$40
$40
$40
$40
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