REFLECTING WITH THE PAROCHIAL VICAR
MARCH 26, 2017
FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT
HERE’S MUD IN YOUR EYE
616 Reading Road
Mason, Ohio 45040
Phone: 513-398-3821
Parish Office: ext. 3100
School Office: ext. 3108
After Hours Emergency: ext. 3200
Fax: 513-398-2254
Parish Office Hours
Monday - Friday:
8:30am - 4:30pm
1st Sunday of the Month:
8:15am - 12:30pm

Bulletin Deadline
The deadline for all articles for
the Sunday bulletin is Friday
afternoon, (9) days before the
article appears in the bulletin.
Please send items, along with
the dates they should run, to
bulletin@stsusanna.org for
submission.
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Are you blind?! If you’ve ever been to a Reds game, you’ve probably heard someone yell
that at an umpire for a questionable call behind home plate. This invective seems to be
almost as old as baseball itself. A very popular song from 1905, “Let’s Get the Umpire’s
Goat” includes these lyrics:
We’ll yell, “Oh, you robber! Go somewhere and die,
Back to the bush you’ve got mud in your eye!
Oh what an awful decision! Why don’t you put spectacles on?”
Let’s holler like sin, and then our side will win, when the umpire’s
nanny is gone.
We quickly associate an error in practical judgment— making it
almost a moral judgment on a person’s character— with physical
impairment. Spiritual blindness and physical blindness are linked
in our minds. The same is true, perhaps more deeply so, in first
century Palestine. In today’s reading from the Gospel of John, the
disciples ask Jesus, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that
he was born blind?” This type of thinking, this way of seeing things, is of the world and not
of God. Jesus makes this clear when he answers, “Neither he nor his parents sinned; it is so
that the works of God might be made visible through him.”
The work of God, what Jesus was sent to accomplish, is victory over sin. This invisible
conquest is made visible through signs and wonders throughout the Gospel of John. With
the man blind since birth, Jesus “spat on the ground and made clay with the saliva, and
smeared the clay on his eyes, and said to him, ‘Go wash in the Pool of Siloam’—which
means Sent. So he went and washed, and came back able to see.”
The Church has long seen in this moment a prefiguring of baptism.
The catechism reminds us that Jesus “makes use of signs to heal:
spittle and the laying on of hands, mud and washing. The sick try
to touch him, ‘for power came forth from him and healed them all.’
And so in the sacraments Christ continues to ‘touch’ us in order to
heal us. Moved by so much suffering Christ not only allows himself
to be touched by the sick, but he makes their miseries his own: ‘He
took our infirmities and bore our diseases.’ But he did not heal all
the sick. His healings were signs of the coming of the Kingdom of
God. They announced a more radical healing: the victory over sin
and death through his Passover. On the cross Christ took upon himself the whole weight
of evil and took away the ‘sin of the world,’ of which illness is only a consequence. By
his passion and death on the cross Christ has given a new meaning to suffering: it can
henceforth configure us to him and unite us with his redemptive Passion. ” (CCC 15041505).
Through our baptism, we enter into the passion and death of Jesus so that we might share in
resurrection, his victory over sin and death. We die with him so that we might live with him
forever. The catechumens preparing for baptism at the Easter Vigil are eagerly anticipating
this reality. Baptism is no mere symbol, but a participation in the mystery of salvation.
Every sacrament is an opportunity to encounter Jesus, the Anointed One who has been sent
to cure our spiritual blindness and heal the deep wounds in our hearts. Here’s hoping for
mud in your eye during this season of Lent.

MASS INTENTIONS & WEEKEND PRESIDERS
Monday, March 27
6:00pm

Ann Lovequist

Tuesday, March 28
8:15am

Tony Mazza

Wednesday, March 29
8:15am

Carole Kubrin

Thursday, March 30
8:15am

Jim & Jean Carey

Friday, March 31
8:15am

Ruth Duffy

Saturday, April 1
8:15am
5:00pm

Thanksgiving (Special Intention)
(Fr. Farrell)
Audrey & Maury Wolfred

Sunday, April 2
7:30am
9:00am
11:15am
6:00pm

The second of our two
Lenten Reconciliation
services will be held this
Wednesday, March 29th
at 7:00pm in Church.

(Fr. Farrell)
(Fr. Farrell)
(Fr. Roush)
(Fr. Roush)
Mr. & Mrs.

Robby Moss
Mary Ann Kimbler
Jack Sullivan
A. Martino

Holy Days of Obligation
6:30am, 8:15am, 7:00pm

Reconciliation
Monday at 6:45pm
Saturday at 9:00am

Eucharistic Exposition
Monday, 6:45 - 9:00pm

First Friday
After 8:15am Mass Friday to beginning
of 8:15am Mass Saturday

Rosary/Devotions
Tuesday through Saturday at 7:30am

PRAY FOR THOSE
SERVING OVERSEAS!
Alex Back
Joseph Patrick Fusco
Thomas Prieve
David Rodriguez
Justin Schuh
Christian Sorfnsen
James Wernke
Rachelle Wernke
Ryan Whitaker
Jim Wykoff
Michael Zeller

PRAYERS FOR
THOSE IN NEED
Maya Collins
Ron Dearth
James Edmund
Jessica Foster
John Gavin
Dick Gardner
Marilyn Gomez
Scott Greisl
Smiley Jungkunz
Dianne Kunkle
Lucas McCrea
Ray Meibers
Michael Murphy
Gabriel Orick
Alonso Ortiz
Barbie Quinto
Kathy Rohde
Doreen Schowalter
Marie Sueberling
Annette Uhrick
Mike Webber
Jenny Weibel
Jennifer Williamson

IN LOVING
MEMORY...
Diane Graham
Wife of Daniel Graham

Nursery Available
The nursery is available for 9:00 and
11:15am Masses. It is located in the
undercroft. Call ext. 3126 or email
nursery@stsusanna.org for details.

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
For children in grades K-2, September
through May, 9:00 and 11:15am
Masses. For details, contact Susan
Gravely, ext. 3110 or
gravelys@stsusanna.org.

Spanish Mass
A Mass in Spanish will be held at
4:00pm on the 2nd & 4th Sundays of
every month. For details, contact
Karla Eysoldt, ext. 3202 or
keysoldt@catholiccincinnati.org.
Misa en español es el segundo y cuarto
domingo del mes a las 4:00pm.

Parish Membership
We joyfully welcome new members
of our parish community. Information
packets are available at the desk in the
Gathering Space.
Please register by calling the Parish
Office (513-398-3821), online
(www.stsusanna.org), or after Mass
on the first Sunday of the month in the
Parish Office.

Parish Library
The Library is located in the undercroft
of the church. Media can be checked
out at any time. Stop by the Parish
Office for help.

Prayer Requests
If you have people to be prayed for and
would like to have them in the bulletin,
please email bulletin@stsusanna.org and
we will begin publishing them weekly.
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WORSHIP
Our Catholic Faith
Are you interested in learning more
about our beautiful Catholic Faith and
perhaps becoming Catholic? Are you
an Adult Catholic seeking Confirmation?
Then please contact Susan Hack,
ext. 3169 or hacks@stsusanna.org.

Baptism Preparation
All parents desiring baptism for their
children should go to the website and
feel out the registration forms on the
website at www.stsusanna.org/baptism.
If it is your first child, please feel free
to attend the baptismal class at your
earliest convenience. Couples may
attend before the birth of their child, but
registration must be complete.

Marriage Preparation
Please contact the Parish Office no later
than six months prior to the date of
intended marriage.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 239 NEWLY
CONFIRMED CATHOLIC TEENS OF ST. SUSANNA!
As believers in Jesus Christ, pray that they are open to the call to a new
life and to make moral choices that keep them united with God. With
the help and grace of the Holy Spirit, that they will choose ways to act
to grow in their relationship with God, to help other people, and to fulfill
their prophetic mission to be witnesses to Christ in all circumstances. May the peace and
light of Jesus accompany and guide them. Let them realize how deeply loved and precious
each of them are in God’s eyes.
Go forth and let your light shine!

Help bring the Light to those who no longer
want to walk in darkness. Invite those who
have never been baptized or who have been
baptized in a non-Catholic tradition, as well as
adult Catholics who have not been confirmed,
to the monthly inquiry sessions. The first
session will be held on Tuesday, April 4th, at
6:30pm in the St. Isidore Room.
For more information, please contact Susan Hack, ext. 3169 or hacks@stsusanna.org or
visit: www.stsusanna.org/rcia.

EUCHARISTIC MINISTER TRAINING
Come and be trained for the beautiful ministry of Extraordinary
Minister of Holy Communion! Anyone who is interested in ministering
in our Masses, helping take Communion to many area nursing homes,
to those in Westchester hospital and homebound parishioners is invited. Teresa & Tim Geiger
will lead the training.
The next training session is Saturday, April 1st, at 9:00am (following the 8:15am Mass) in
the Church. Register for this or future training sessions online:
www.stsusanna.org/eucharisticministers.

Palm Sunday, April 9th
8:15am, 5:00pm
Holy Thursday, April 13th
7:00pm

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Are you looking for a Lenten prayer for yourself and
your family? Walk with the Lord each Friday of Lent
at 7:00pm in Church. We will pray the Stations of the
Cross, walking with Jesus to Calvary and opening our
hearts to His love and mercy.

Good Friday, April 14th
12:00pm, 3:00pm, 7:00pm
Saturday, April 15th
8:30pm
Sunday, April 16th
7:30am, 9:00am, 11:15am
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BRINGING JESUS TO OUR FRIENDS…
We have recently received a number of requests to provide
a regular Communion service to the residents at Brookdale/Longcove Point Residential center.
I am trying to see if we can surface a number of loving, caring volunteers to minister to our
friends at Brookdale. If you are interested… don’t worry there will be training… please send
Fr. Bob (farrellr@stsusanna.org) your name, email, phone number and the day that is best for
you to participate. Thank you in advance for your loving consideration. Our friends need to
know we care and they are not forgotten.

ADULT
FORMATION
ADULTFAITH
FAITH FORMATION
VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED FOR GIFT
CARD PROGRAM

MEN OF ST. SUSANNA PARISH...

Volunteers are needed to sell gift
cards following the 7:30am and 11:15am Masses on Sunday
mornings. This is a once-a-month commitment and takes about
15 minutes at the end of Mass. Please contact Beth Borgemenke,
513-398-7271 or eborgemenke@fuse.net for additional
information or to volunteer.

Sunday Cafe is an opportunity to explore a
variety of topics. The group meets Sunday
mornings at 10:15am in the St. Susanna Room.
Coffee and light refreshments are served. All
are welcome! For more information, visit:
www.stsusanna.org/sundaycafe.

The 28th retreat for the Christ Renews
His Parish (CRHP) weekend will be
held Saturday, May 6th and Sunday,
May 7th, 2017. The CRHP retreat,
pronounced “Chirp,” is an overnight
retreat for adult men seeking to
deepen their Catholic faith while expanding their fellowship with
other men of the parish.
Attending CRHP has changed many personal, professional, and
spiritual lives over the last 27 years. If you’re reading this, there’s
a good chance you should be a part of the weekend. Don’t wait
– spaces are filling up fast. Please consider taking part in an
enjoyable and memorable weekend of fellowship. All you have
to do is listen. CRHP is free to attend and all meals are provided.
Contact Jim Gavigan at chrp28stsue@gmail.com or (513) 5091129 for more information.

March 26th: The Woman at the Well (by Brant Pitre)
April 2nd & 9th: Lectio Eucharist, The Last Supper and the Cross

HELP IS NEEDED FOR
EASTER VIGIL RECEPTION

ST. SUSANNA IS GETTING A MAGAZINE!
This will be the second parish in the tri-state area to receive a
full-color monthly magazine from Lighthouse Catholic Publishing
that will go directly to parishioners’ homes free-of-charge. Each
publication will feature a different family from St. Susanna’s,
together with important parish news and wonderful faith-filled
articles from Lighthouse. If your business might be interested in
sponsoring the publication and/or you know of a family whose
faith journey you would like to see represented, please contact
Tobias Nathe, Publisher at 513-375-7805.

The Easter Vigil is Saturday, April 15th
and the St. Susanna Community will be
receiving eighteen new members into the parish. The Vigil Mass
is followed by a reception for these members. Please contact
Mary Jo Drohan, mjd521@hotmail.com or 513-336-9697, if you
can contribute finger food, cookies, sandwiches or another food
item and/or if you are willing to help with setup and serving that
evening. Please help welcome these newest members!

STEWARDSHIP
March 19, 2017

BUDGET
$46,000

March 19, 2017

ACTUAL

Over / (Under)
Budget

$43,150

($2,850)

BUDGET

ACTUAL

Year to Date

Over / (Under)
Budget

$1,724,000

$1,690,638

($33,362)

Year to Date

THIS WEEK, FROM THE
ST. SUSANNA VINCENTIANS...
In today’s Gospel, Jesus gives sight to the blind man. Through
grace we are also transformed from not seeing to seeing and
then Jesus sends us to help others see and to believe. Your gifts to
our parish Society of St. Vincent de Paul chapter allow our parish
Vincentians to bring God’s love and mercy to area families,
providing food, money for utility and rent bills, etc. Thank You
for your generous donations to this ministry!

EASTER FLOWERS
Our beautiful St. Susanna Church looks
its best when in full decoration for special
occasions like Christmas and Easter. You may
send in a donation to remember a loved one,
honor someone special or simply help make
the church more beautiful for this special
season. With each $10 request, please
include the donor’s name and the honored
person’s name.
Place the request in the specially marked envelope you received
in your packet. You may drop your envelope in the collection
basket or mail it to the parish office. You can also make your
donation through online giving on our website, and separately
provide the donor’s and honoree’s name as noted above, along
with a note that you donated online. The list of those remembered
or honored will be published in an upcoming bulletin.
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DISCIPLES
ACTION
ADULT
FAITHIN
FORMATION
PEACE & JUSTICE CALENDAR
MONTH

THEME

ACTIVITY

• Fair Trade Sale (April 8th/9th)
• World Water Day (April 8th)
April

Care of God’s
Creation/Earth
Day

• Herbs in a Jar
(Activity for Schuh Center Patrons)
• Interfaith Festival for World Peace
(April 23rd)
• Sleeping Mats for the Homeless
(April 25th)

WORLD WATER DAY
Consider Volunteering as an
individual or family on April 8th
from 9:00am – 12:00pm.
Hands Against Hunger emphasis on this special day will be
clean drinking water and the children who suffer when they
have none. In recognition of World Water Day, they will feature
special displays, presentations, as well as teams producing Hands
Against Hunger™ high protein food, clean water supplies and
more!
In order to help children who have no clean, safe drinking water,
they are asking everyone to purchase at least one case of Clean
Water for Orphans™ while there. Your purchase of 24 bottles
($9.99) will provide enough funds to supply 100 gallons of clean
drinking water! For more information, or to register visit:
http://thechildrenarewaiting.org/portfolio/hands-against-hunger.

KAIROS SAYS THANK YOU
“Whatever you do for the least of my brethren
this you do for me.” These words came from
Jesus, and this day He is saying them to you.
You baked 630 dozen cookies, donated
$1,625.00 and took time out of your busy
life to say prayers for inmates at Lebanon
Correctional. We, along with Jesus, thank you from the bottom of
our hearts.
God Bless,
Mike Weil - Wilson Velez - Dan Mendel - Sam Shine

PARISH-WIDE LENTEN PROJECT
TRANSFORMATION BEGINS WITH THE DESIRE
FOR A BETTER LIFE
Training creates a deep, personal impact
among project participants, which in turn leads
to a lasting impact among communities.
VALUES BASED DEVELOPMENT
Heifer International values-based approach
encourages people to see their strengths and
values, rather than a situation of hopeless
poverty.
HEIFER INTERNATIONAL
PROJECT FRAMEWORK
All of Heifer International projects must be
carefully crafted in such a way that helps
achieve long-term success and sustainability.
FOCUS ON LIVESTOCK
Livestock plays a central role in most of Heifer International’s
work, both as a strategy for alleviating poverty and achieving
food security and proper nutrition.
THE DESTINATION
Reaching and Maintaining Sustainable Livelihoods through the
formation of self-help groups and values-based training.
Options for making a donation include:
School/Preschool/CFP/Early Childhood:
Funds will be collected in the classroom.
Parish at Large*:
1. Check made out to St. Susanna Parish with “Heifer
International” on the memo line. Place the check in an
envelope clearly marked Heifer International and drop off at
the parish office or in the Mass offering basket.
2. Online donation through Heifer International Fund-raising Site:
www.stsusanna.org/heifer.
3. Cash/Check Donations dropped off in the Gathering Space on
Collection Weekend of April 1st/2nd – this includes the
“Fill the Ark” boxes.
By bringing together the St. Susanna community, we will help
others have a chance at a future free of poverty. For more
information on Heifer International, go to: www.heifer.org.
For questions regarding St. Susanna Heifer International Lenten
Project, please contact Mary Jo Burns, burnsmj@stsusanna.org or
398-3821, ext. 3120.

The next program will begin the weekend of March 31 - April 2, 2017. Retrouvaille is a Catholic
sponsored, confidential program open to all faiths. It offers a chance to rediscover yourself, and your
spouse. It is for couples that have experienced a breakdown in communication, become unloving and
uncaring, thinking of separation or divorce or who are separated. For further information, please visit
the website at: helpourmarriage.org.
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DISCIPLES
ACTION
ADULT
FAITHIN
FORMATION
THIS WEEK, FROM THE ST. SUSANNA
RESPECT LIFE MINISTRY...
“When God created each of us, He did so with
precision and purpose, and He looks on each of
us with love that cannot be outdone in intensity or
tenderness.”
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities
Respect Life Program Flyer: Masterpieces of God’s Creation

ARE YOU SUPPORTING THE
PARISH THROUGH THE
KROGER REWARDS PROGRAM?
Are you enrolled in the Kroger Community Rewards Program to
support the Parish? If you are, this is a friendly reminder that you
must re-enroll between now and April 30th to continue that much
appreciated support. If you are not, this is a request to consider
supporting the Parish in this way. You can help just through
buying your groceries as you normally do while using your
Kroger Plus Card. To get started or to re-enroll, go to:
www.kroger.com/communityrewards.
Enroll your Plus Card and select “St. Susanna Parish.” The
organization number is 80208. This will not affect your point or
fuel rewards in any way.

YOUNG AT HEART OUTING
Please join us for Sister Act at La Comedia on Friday, May 5th
at the matinee performance (arrival time is 10:30 am). The
cost is $38.00 per ticket. Please make the check payable to
“St. Susanna Parish” and put “La
Comedia” on the memo line. Take
or mail the check to the parish office.
Deadline is March 31st. Need a ride
or have questions? Please call Jim
Valento at 513-379-3823.

YOUNG AT HEART REDS GAME
Please join us for a Cincinnati Reds ball
game on Thursday, June 8th vs the St. Louis
Cardinals (12:35pm game time). The cost is
$35 per ticket, which includes the ticket, a hot dog and soft drink
plus the bus. Please make the check payable to “St. Susanna
Parish” and put “Reds Game” on the memo line. Take or mail the
check to the parish office. Deadline is April 30th. Have questions,
please call Jim Valento at 513-379-3823.

GOT FISH??
Come get your fill at the St. Susanna Fish
Fry! We offer traditional Fried Fish and
Shrimp, as well as our Signature Baked
Salmon and Weekly Specials! For those
on the run, we offer DRIVE-THRU service.
And for our Parish and Community Seniors, we offer a Young At
Heart room featuring table service in a QUIET atmosphere! And
don’t forget our FABULOUS dessert table featuring a number of
homemade goodies!
If you like BAKING, we welcome all baked goods donations to
the dessert table! The Fish Fry Events will be held in the Meyer
Center from 5:00 to 8:00 PM Fridays during Lent. We look
forward to seeing you! If you are interested in helping out,
please visit: www.stsusanna.org/fishfry.

PARISH GARAGE SALE
Here We Go Again!

St. Susanna Women’s
Association has already started
planning for the annual garage
sale. The dates for this year’s
sale are Friday, June 23 and
Saturday, June 24.
While monetary funds are a direct result of the sale, it is only a
part of its purpose. The Women’s Association believes the sale
is a venue to show God’s love, and a way to recycle and share
God’s resources.
God’s love is found in the way donors are greeted when they
drop off their donations, how each guest is treated when they
come to the sale, and how volunteers interact with each other.
God’s love is shared when the proceeds are used for the special
needs of our Parish, in the Baptismal garments that are made for
every child receiving the Sacrament of Baptism, in assistance to
other Parish ministries, especially the Schuh Center, and much
more.
The Garage Sale gives our parishioners and friends a reason
to clear out closets, basements, and garages of unused and
unnecessary items. It is a great recycling project! The sale is
a ministry to our community, allowing families to stretch their
shopping dollars by buying clothing for school or work and
household items that might otherwise be unaffordable.
All of the above can only be accomplished with much help:
collecting and saving items for the sale; volunteering to work at
the sale; and shopping at the sale. Mark your calendars now.
For any information, contact Christine Phelan at 513-492-7265
or at jazzcat1946@aol.com.
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CHILDREN’S FAITH FORMATION
Early Childhood 2016-2017
Faith formation for 3, 4, pre-K 5-yearolds and kindergartners meets on
Sunday mornings at 9:00 AM. For more
information, contact Jill Berning,
ext. 3400 or berningj@stsusanna.org.

Preschool
Weekday Preschool is available for ages
2-5 in the undercroft of church. For more
information, contact Joette Ewing, ext.
3131 or ewingj@stsusanna.org.

JR. HIGH YOUTH MINISTRY, 6TH- 8TH GRADES
UPCOMING EVENTS
March 26th
NO Faith Alive Meeting
April 2nd
4:00-5:45pm - Faith Alive invites all current 5th, 6th, and 7th graders to join the fun and
give Faith Alive a “test drive!”

SR. HIGH YOUTH MINISTRY, 9TH-12TH GRADES
CFP
Grades 1-8 (2016-2017)
Faith Formation for elementary students
will be Summer Sessions and Sundays
from 10:15 to 11:45am and Mondays
6:30 to 7:45pm. For more information,
contact Susan Gravely, ext. 3110 or
gravelys@stsusanna.org.

Saint Susanna School
The parish school provides a Catholic
education for Grades K-8.
For more information, contact the
School Office, ext. 3108 or
cappellap@stsusanna.org.

Faith Alive
Grades 6-8 (2016-2017)
Sundays 4:00pm to 5:45pm
in the St. John Bosco Youth Room.

LIFE
Grades 9-12 (2016-2017)
Sundays at 7:00pm in the St.
John Bosco Youth Room. For more
information, contact Judie Kuhlman at
kuhlmanj@stsusanna.org.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
March 26th
Sacraments/Catechesis: Be-Attitudes with an Attitude
April 2nd
7:00-9:00 - LIFE Group invites all current 8th, 9th, 10th, 11th, and 12th
graders to join the fun and experience what LIFE is really like!
For more information, contact Judie Kuhlman, kuhlmanj@stsusanna.org.

REGISTRATION NOW OPEN FOR VACATION
BIBLE SCHOOL!
VBS is open to children 4 years old to 5th grade, and will be held June
26th-30th from 9am-Noon.
Early Bird registration is open now through March 31st.
To register, visit: www.stsusanna.org/vbs

PALM SUNDAY EVENT OFFERED FOR
CHILDREN AGES 3 THROUGH FIRST GRADE
Parents, this is a wonderful opportunity for your young child
to attend a Palm Sunday event scheduled for Sunday, April
9th during the 9:00am Mass. Your child will enjoy prayer, a
craft, and music that teaches the meaning of Palm Sunday in
an age-appropriate way.
Drop-off will begin at 8:45am at the the Meyer Center, so
that you will be able to attend Mass on time. Pick-up will
be directly after Mass. Even if your family is not planning to
attend the 9:00am Mass on Palm Sunday, your child is still welcome to come and learn the
meaning of this special day. Adult and teen volunteers are needed for this special event.
Please contact Jill Berning, ext. 3400 or berningj@stsusanna.org, with questions or to
volunteer.
The registration deadline is March 27th. To register your child, please visit:
www.stsusanna.org/palmsundayevent

CHILDREN’S FAITH FORMATION
2017/18 CFP REGISTRATION NOW OPEN

SCHOOL NEWS

Registration for the 2017/18 CFP session is now available.
There is the choice to register for one of three “communities.”

•

•
•
•

Sunday 10:15-11:30am (St. Mother Teresa Community)
Monday 6:15-7:30pm (St. Padre Pio Community)
Wednesday 6:15-7:30pm (St. Francis Community)

Numbers will be capped for each community, so each family will
be asked to list their 1st and 2nd choices. Assignments will be
made in the order of registration completion. Formal classes will
begin September 17, 18 or 20 running through May 6, 7 or 9.
Registrations received after May 1st will be charged a $30 per child
late fee.
Please remember that to be prepared for First Communion,
children must attend first grade CFP or first grade classes at a
Catholic school. To be prepared for Confirmation, children must
attend both 7th and 8th Grade CFP or Catholic school classes.
To register for the 2017/18 CFP sessions, please visit:
www.stsusanna.org/ 1718cfpregistration
Please direct questions to:
Kristen Tell, ext. 3135 or tellk@stsusanna.org
Jill Berning, ext. 3400 or berningj@stsusanna.org

EARLY CHILDHOOD WELCOMES CHILDREN
AGES 3 THROUGH KINDERGARTEN
Registration for the Early Childhood Program for the 2017/18
school year is now available. The program meets on Sundays
from 9:00--10:00am. Early Childhood helps support parents
in introducing the faith to their young children. Music, prayer,
crafts, stories, and hands-on learning activities are provided to
engage these young parishioners. Please consider this faith-filled
opportunity for your child!
To register for the 2017/18 Early Childhood Program, please
visit: www.stsusanna.org/ecregistration
Please direct questions to:
Jill Berning, ext. 3400 or berningj@stsusanna.org

St. Susanna Preschool is now
registering for the 20172018 school year! We have
openings in our 2’s Monday
Class as well as our 3’s,
4’s and Pre-K afternoon
classes. For additional information about our Creative Curriculum
Program for your little one, please contact Joette Ewing, Preschool
Director, at 513-398-3821, ext. 3131 or ewingj@stsusanna.org.

•
•
•

•

Right to Read Week begins at Saint
Susanna School on Monday. Our
theme is: “Reading Is Our Thing”
celebrating Dr. Seuss.
On Wednesday the School Community
will attend the 8:15 Mass.
Author/Illustrator Jeffrey Ebbeler will visit Saint Susanna
School to present for our students on Thursday.
On Thursday, faculty and staff members are invited to Xavier
University to participate in the 9th Annual Cincinnati Catholic
Schools Banquet at 5:00 PM. This banquet is held to
celebrate the people who serve our children on a daily basis.
Friday is Titan Friday.

ST. SUSANNA FOOTBALL: A
PARENT AND PEDIATRICIAN’S
PERSPECTIVE (WEEK 1)
By Nicole S. M. George, MD

Like all parents, I can’t help but brag about my kids. This
frequently happens when I am seeing patients in the office as
well. I find that telling stories about my kids frequently gives me
a little more credibility with my patients’ parents, as they can see
I try to practice what I teach. One topic that occasionally returns
some incredulous looks is our boys playing football. “How can
you let your boys play football? Don’t you see the injuries in the
office?”
The truth is, on a purely anecdotal level, for elementary aged
children, I don’t see more injuries in football than other sports,
dancing, bicycling, or skating. As far as children presenting
to the office for pain, I see far more kids presenting with back,
hip, or leg pain that are sedentary, than those that are athletes.
As far as concussions, the majority that I see in the office are
from horseplay and accidents at school rather than organized
sports. The very rare concussion that I see from sports at this age
level occurs in the non-helmeted sports of soccer, basketball,
and martial arts. But that’s anecdotal, what can I say on a
professional level? The American Academy of Pediatrics published
guidelines regarding youth football in October 2015. Over
the next few weeks, this series will address how St. Susanna’s
Football ministry addresses these guidelines.
1. Include neck strengthening exercises in all practices to allow
players to maintain the proper heads-up position for tackling.
Neck strengthening is included in all the warm ups prior to
practices and games. There will be more guidelines to follow
in the weeks to come. In the meantime, feel free to e-mail any
questions about the football program: nutleyamy@fuse.net or
georgeandnicolegeorge@gmail.com. Or visit stsusannatitans.com
to register for football and other St. Susanna sports. Registration is
open until April 15th.
(Dr. George practices with Pediatric Associates of West Chester, Fairfield,
Hamilton and Harrison. She and her husband, Dr. George George, a
football and basketball coach with St. Susanna, have three children who
participate in various sports through St. Susanna Athletics.)
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March 26, 2017
Fourth Sunday of Lent (A)
1 Sm 16:1b, 6–7, 10–13a
Eph 5:8–14
Jn 9:1–41

To Live By Faith

O

ur Lenten practices are transforming
our hearts to receive the love of Jesus
in his passion, death, and resurrection.
Today’s Gospel revolves around this theme
of learning to live by faith.
The apostles take for granted that the
man’s blindness is due to someone’s sin. The
Pharisees call the man a sinner, born in sin.
In their self-righteousness they judge both
the blind man and Jesus.
Jesus sees and judges differently. He
asserts that the man’s blindness was not
due to a sin of his own or that of his parents
and restores his sight. He challenges the
wise, educated, and insightful Pharisees by
saying, “If you were blind, you would have
no sin; but now you are saying, ‘We see,’ so
your sin remains” (John 9:41).
While they can see physically, they
cannot see the simple truth that Jesus is the
Son of God and has the authority to heal,
even on the Sabbath. They are so blinded
by their “fidelity to God”—which is really
fidelity to their distorted interpretation of
the traditions and regulations God gave
them—that they cannot see his spirit of
mercy. They fail to see with eyes of faith.
Being merciful like Jesus doesn’t mean
merely condemning blind legalism, it means
showing God’s love to those in need. First
we need to see as God sees. Then we need to
love others and to enlighten them with the
truth. Jesus heals one man’s blindness in the
hope of opening the minds and hearts of the
Pharisees—and us today.
—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

Piece: Dogmatic Sarcophagus, healing of the blind man, circa 325–350
Artist: Unknown
Location: Vatican Museums

For Reflection
Are there people or groups I blindly judge? What is at
the root of these judgments? To what truths am I blind?
How can I work to open my heart to these truths this Lent?

“God does not see as a mortal, who sees the appearance.
The Lord looks into the heart” (1 Samuel 16:7).
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PARISH STAFF

ORGANIZATION

CONTACT

Contact: 398-3821
Parish Office, ext 3100
School Office, ext 3108

Boosters

Mark Cravens, 770-4278

Caregiver Support Group

Sharon Kipfer, 509-3278

Fr. Robert Farrell (Pastor) ext 3101, farrellr@stsusanna.org

Festival

Parish Office, 398-3821

Fr. Eric Roush (Parochial Vicar) ext 3106, roushe@stsusanna.org

Finance Commission

Megan Sheeran, 398-3821

Lou Wong (Deacon) ext 3137, wongl@stsusanna.org

Fish Fry

Scott Kososki, 461-9098

Health & Wellness

Laura Barbetta, 847-1849

Jill Berning (Early Childhood) ext 3400, berningj@stsusanna.org

Knights of Columbus

David Meyer, 262-0287

Kristen Tell (Sacraments - 2nd & 8th Grades) ext 3135, tellk@stsusanna.org

Men’s Prayer Group

Bill Bross, 518-9594

Susan Gravely (DRE: RCIA & CFP) ext 3110, gravelys@stsusanna.org

Moms Group

Katie Fortener, (248) 515-8895

Susan Hack (DRE School/Adult Formation) ext 3169, hacks@stsusanna.org

Natural Family Planning

Tom & Colleen O’Rourke, 398-3116

Prayer Network

Kathy Mussman, 777-5981

PTO

Libby Groskopf, 398-9735

Risen Life

Roberta Brunck, 777-1476

School Commission

Laura Mueller, 315-7370

Schuh Center

Teresa Bolte, 779-8965

Karla Eysoldt (Hispanic Ministry) ext 3202, keysoldt@catholiccincinnati.org

St. Vincent de Paul

Mary Jo Burns, 398-3821

Joette Ewing (Preschool) ext 3131, ewingj@stsusanna.org

Women’s Association

Christine Phelan, 492-7265

Megan Sheeran (Business Manager) ext 3121, sheeranm@stsusanna.org

Young at Heart

Dottie Linton, 754-0114

FORMATION

YOUTH MINISTRY
Judie Kuhlman (High School Youth) ext 3195, kuhlmanj@stsusanna.org
PEACE & JUSTICE
Mary Jo Burns (Peace & Justice) ext 3120, burnsmj@stsusanna.org
ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF

Kevan Hartman (Principal) ext 3109, hartmank@stsusanna.org
Teresa Johns (Communications Director) ext 3104, johnst@stsusanna.org
Doug Popp (Facilities) ext 3154, poppd@stsusanna.org
Guy Vanasse (Music & Liturgy) ext 3105, vanasseg@stsusanna.org

PTO 365 DAY RAFFLE WINNERS
3/12
3/13
3/14
3/15
3/16
3/17
3/18

Mike Melchers
Mark Hollstegge
Tippman
Eileen Strittmatter
Nancy Schulman
Frank Borke
Gloria Mueller

$100
$40
$40
$40
$40
$40
$40
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