REFLECTING WITH THE PAROCHIAL VICAR
APRIL 9, 2017
PALM SUNDAY
PRAISE TO THE KING OF KINGS
616 Reading Road
Mason, Ohio 45040
Phone: 513-398-3821
Parish Office: ext. 3100
School Office: ext. 3108
After Hours Emergency: ext. 3200
Fax: 513-398-2254
Parish Office Hours
Monday - Friday:
8:30am - 4:30pm
1st Sunday of the Month:
8:15am - 12:30pm
THE PARISH OFFICE WILL BE
CLOSED FRIDAY, APRIL 14TH
AND MONDAY APRIL 17TH.
THE NORMAL SCHEDULE
OF HOURS OF 8:30 AM
TO 4:30 PM WILL RESUME
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 18TH.

Bulletin Deadline
The deadline for all articles for
the Sunday bulletin is Friday
afternoon, (9) days before the
article appears in the bulletin.
Please send items, along with
the dates they should run, to
bulletin@stsusanna.org for
submission.
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Through the liturgy of Palm Sunday we place ourselves once again
in the sandals of those who followed Jesus into Jerusalem. Retracing
those steps, we see the familiar sight of palms and hear again the
resounding hosannas. Perhaps we eagerly look forward to those
time-honored traditions of weaving our palms into crosses or taking
them home to place behind the family crucifix. Part of the beauty
and power of our Catholic liturgy is this continuity, of calling us
beyond the hectic lives we lead to reconnect with family and faith.
Yet, if we are not careful, this comfort can become complacency.
We may be in danger of taking the Gospel for granted. Instead of
retracing the footsteps of the disciples into Jerusalem, we can simply wander in a distracted
daze and miss out on what the Lord Jesus through his Church is trying to teach us.
In the reading that opens our celebration this weekend, Jesus enters into Jerusalem.
Jerusalem is the royal city, of which Jesus is the Messiah, the long-promised heir to the
throne of King David. Even in Jerusalem—the seat of the Davidic kingship, the dwelling of
God’s presence in the Temple, and now host to the Incarnate Word—even in the royal city,
Scripture tells us, there are still people there that do not know Jesus. They do not recognize
him even as he passes in front of their very eyes.
How many are there in the Church—the new Jerusalem—who do not know Jesus? Would
we recognize him if he passed before our eyes? Perhaps the people in the Gospel did not
recognize Jesus because they didn’t know the prophecy he was fulfilling before their very
eyes. Perhaps we are in danger of overlooking Jesus present in our midst—in the poor we
are called to serve, in our neighbor we are called to love, and in the Real Presence of the
Eucharist.
Particularly in the Mass, where Christ’s sacrifice on Calvary
is made present again, we should fight against sliding into
complacency. Coming to Mass every Sunday, or perhaps
more frequently, we do not want to take for granted Christ’s
Real Presence. Though we may be familiar with the Mass
and the Eucharist, it can never stop being for us an evernew, more deeply personal encounter with Jesus Christ.
To lead others to an encounter with Jesus is one of the reasons the Gospel of Matthew goes
to great length to remind us of Christ’s Cross as undeniably personal. A powerful example
of this is recording the final words of Jesus. When we hear, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani,”
we may get caught up in the fact this is a language foreign to our ears. However, Matthew
deliberately preserves this expression. Why? Because these are Jesus’ dying words. Who
among us, being in the presence of a loved one—our grandmother, or brother, or spouse—
would not make a special effort to remember the final words of our beloved? Matthew does
nothing less for Jesus.
And Jesus Christ does even more for us. The Gospels preserve and transmit the faith to
us so that we and those we love can be preserved for eternity. Not only preserved, we
and those who have gone before us can be alive in Christ! God sustains everything, and
everyone, in being. In the Eucharist, we encounter the Risen Christ and enjoy a foretaste
of Resurrection, when we will be again united with those who have died. Through the
Eucharist, the Son desires to draw all souls to Himself, that all may be one as He and the
Father are one. Behold, by the Eucharist, received by those disposed to welcome Jesus as
Lord over their lives with reconciled hearts, Christ makes all things new. This is what we
celebrate on Palm Sunday and at every Mass: the love that leads to eternity poured out
from the Crucified King on the Cross. Hosanna in the highest!

MASS INTENTIONS & WEEKEND PRESIDERS
Monday, April 10
6:00pm

PRAY FOR THOSE
SERVING OVERSEAS!

Gene Brink

Tuesday, April 11
8:15am

Cecilia Bickett

Wednesday, April 12
8:15am

Jane Brinkmann

Holy Thursday, April 13
7:00pm

Rosemary Joyce

Alex Back
Joseph Patrick Fusco
Thomas Prieve
David Rodriguez
Justin Schuh
Christian Sorfnsen
James Wernke
Rachelle Wernke
Ryan Whitaker
Jim Wykoff
Michael Zeller

Nursery Available
The nursery is available for 9:00 and
11:15am Masses. It is located in the
undercroft. Call ext. 3126 or email
nursery@stsusanna.org for details.

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
For children in grades K-2, September
through May, 9:00 and 11:15am
Masses. For details, contact Susan
Gravely, ext. 3110 or
gravelys@stsusanna.org.

Good Friday, April 14
No Mass

Holy Saturday, April 15
8:30pm

(Fr. Farrell) Derek Stanford

Easter Sunday, April 16
7:30am
(Fr. Roush)
9:00am
(Fr. Farrell)
11:15am (Fr. Roush)

Jim Leugers
John O’Malley
Cookie

Holy Days of Obligation
6:30am, 8:15am, 7:00pm

Reconciliation
Monday at 6:45pm
Saturday at 9:00am

Eucharistic Exposition
Monday, 6:45 - 9:00pm

First Friday
After 8:15am Mass Friday to beginning
of 8:15am Mass Saturday

Rosary/Devotions
Tuesday through Saturday at 7:30am

PRAYERS FOR
THOSE IN NEED
Pam Burger
Maya Collins
Ron Dearth
James Edmund
Jessica Foster
John Gavin
Dick Gardner
Marilyn Gomez
Scott Greisl
Smiley Jungkunz
Dianne Kunkle
Lucas McCrea
Ray Meibers
Michael Murphy
Gabriel Orick
Alonso Ortiz
Barbie Quinto
Kathy Rohde
Doreen Schowalter
Marie Sueberling
Annette Uhrick
Beverly Ward
Mike Webber
Jenny Weibel
Jennifer Williamson
Divine Healer, God of Wholeness,
we place these parishioners in Your
hands; we ask for healing, but also
for acceptance of their illness and
of Your holy plan. Help them and
us to embrace whatever You have
in mind for them. Support them in
their anxieties, fears, pains, and the
frustrations of their illness. Support
them with the strength of the Holy
Spirit. We ask this in the name
of Jesus, compassionate healer of
those in need of health and hope.
Amen.

Spanish Mass
A Mass in Spanish will be held at
4:00pm on the 2nd & 4th Sundays of
every month. For details, contact
Karla Eysoldt, ext. 3202 or
keysoldt@catholiccincinnati.org.
Misa en español es el segundo y cuarto
domingo del mes a las 4:00pm.

Parish Membership
We joyfully welcome new members
of our parish community. Information
packets are available at the desk in the
Gathering Space.
Please register by calling the Parish
Office (513-398-3821), online
(www.stsusanna.org), or after Mass
on the first Sunday of the month in the
Parish Office.

Parish Library
The Library is located in the undercroft
of the church. Media can be checked
out at any time. Stop by the Parish
Office for help.

Prayer Requests
If you have people to be prayed for and
would like to have them in the bulletin,
please email bulletin@stsusanna.org and
we will begin publishing them weekly.
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WORSHIP
Our Catholic Faith
Are you interested in learning more
about our beautiful Catholic Faith and
perhaps becoming Catholic? Are you
an Adult Catholic seeking Confirmation?
Then please contact Susan Hack,
ext. 3169 or hacks@stsusanna.org.
Baptism Preparation
All parents desiring baptism for their
children should go to the website and fill
out the registration forms on the website
at www.stsusanna.org/baptism.
If it is your first child, please feel free
to attend the baptismal class at your
earliest convenience. Couples may
attend before the birth of their child, but
registration must be complete.
Marriage Preparation
Please contact the Parish Office no later
than six months prior to the date of
intended marriage.

IS THE RCIA FOR ME?

Are you interested in knowing more about
the Catholic way of life? Regardless of
where you are in your spiritual journey,
we’d be honored to help you explore full
communion with the Catholic Church. The
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)
is the process by which non-Catholic adults
learn about the Catholic Church and
gradually become full members.
Follow your heart and join us at the first of
our weekly sessions on May 8th at 6:30pm.
If you are merely curious about what
Catholicism is, please feel free to come. All
are welcome. The journey involves learning
about the teachings and traditions of the
Church, as well as sharing in its rituals,
which outwardly express the community’s
blessing, joy and support.
For more information, please contact Susan
Hack, ext. 3169 or hacks@stsusanna.org or
visit: www.stsusanna.org/rcia.

Palm Sunday Weekend
April 8th/9th
5:00pm (Saturday), 7:00am,
9:00am, 11:15am,
4:00pm (Spanish Mass), 6:00pm
Learn to Weave Palms
with Nancy Terselic
Sunday, April 9th 4:30-5:30pm
in the St. Isidore Room.

Sunday Cafe is an
opportunity to explore
a variety of topics. The
group meets Sunday
mornings at 10:15am
in the St. Susanna
Room. Coffee and light
refreshments are served. All are welcome!
For more information, visit:
www.stsusanna.org/sundaycafe.

Holy Saturday, April 15th
8:30pm
Easter Sunday, April 16th
7:30am, 9:00am, 11:15am
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A fourth group of people, practicing
Catholics who have never received
sacraments of Confirmation and Eucharist,
should contact Susan Hack, ext. 3169 or
hacks@stsusanna.org.
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of
Adults) classes are year-round. There is
no commitment to continue. A person
could take all the classes and still make
a decision to not come into the Church.
Of course, we hope you will! There
are certain rites that mark the time
when a person feels ready to go on
with the process. They begin with Rite
of Accceptance in which the person
declares their intention to the Church and
the Church in turn accepts them. God
showers his grace on the candidates,
since the celebration manifests their desire
publicly and marks their reception and first
consecration by the Church. The second
step is the Rite of Election or Enrollment of
Names. This happens with the start of Lent
and is the formal rite when a person makes
the decision to go forward completely with
the process.

April 9th: Lectio Eucharist,
The Last Supper and the Cross

Holy Thursday, April 13th
7:00pm
Good Friday, April 14th
12:00pm, 3:00pm, 7:00pm

The RCIA is for three groups of people:
1. Those who are not baptized.
2. Those who were baptized into another
Christian denomination and wish to
enter into full communion with the
Catholic Church.
3. Baptized Catholics who were never
formed in the Catholic faith and
have not completed their initiation;
that is, who have received neither of
the sacraments of Confirmation and
Eucharist.

STEWARDSHIP
The total for the
April 2, 2017
collection was not
available by the
printing of this
bulletin, it will be
published next
week.

THIS WEEK, FROM THE
ST. SUSANNA VINCENTIANS...
Today is Palm Sunday and the beginning of the holiest of Christian
weeks. Let us pray for the grace to take up our own cross and to
follow Jesus through death to new life. Please support our parish
Society of St. Vincent de Paul chapter so that together we can help
the poor as they carry their cross of suffering and pain.

ADULT
FORMATION
ADULTFAITH
FAITH FORMATION
THE WEST CHESTER HOSPITAL
EUCHARISTIC MINISTRY
The West Chester Hospital Eucharistic Ministry is looking for
a few good ministers to deliver Holy Communion to Catholics
during their stay at West Chester Hospital. As a vital part of the
Spiritual Team at West Chester Hospital, Eucharistic Ministers
deliver Holy Communion to patients at the hospital approximately
once a month. EMs find the experience very rewarding and
spiritually fulfilling for the patients as well as themselves.
Training on the Eucharistic Ministry process is provided as well
as an Orientation by West Chester Hospital. If you would like
to be involved in a meaningful ministry, please consider joining
the Eucharistic Ministry at West Chester Hospital. Contact the
Coordinator, David Hoehn, at 777-8964 or
dhlearn@cinci.rr.com.

VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED FOR GIFT
CARD PROGRAM
Volunteers are needed to sell gift
cards following the 11:15am Masses on Sunday mornings. This
is a once-a-month commitment and takes about 15 minutes at the
end of Mass. Please contact Beth Borgemenke, 513-398-7271
or borgemenke7@gmail.com for additional information or to
volunteer.

HELP IS NEEDED FOR
EASTER VIGIL RECEPTION
The Easter Vigil is Saturday, April 15th
and the St. Susanna Community will be
receiving eighteen new members into the parish. The Vigil Mass
is followed by a reception for these members. Please contact
Mary Jo Drohan, mjd521@hotmail.com or 513-336-9697, if you
can contribute finger food, cookies, sandwiches or another food
item and/or if you are willing to help with setup and serving that
evening. Please help welcome these newest members!

APRIL BOOK CLUB
Next meeting: April 12th at 10:00am
Book: The Noticer (by Andy Andrews)
Orange Beach, Alabama, is a simple town filled
with simple people. But like all humans on the
planet, the good folks of Orange Beach have their
share of problems—marriages teetering on the brink of divorce,
young adults giving up on life, business people on the verge of
bankruptcy, as well as the many other obstacles that life seems
to dish out to the masses. Fortunately, when things look the
darkest, a mysterious man named Jones has a miraculous way of
showing up. An elderly man with white hair, of indiscriminate
age and race, wearing blue jeans, a white T-shirt and leather
flip flops carrying a battered old suitcase, Jones is a unique soul.
Communicating what he calls “a little perspective,” he explains
that he has been given a gift of noticing things that others miss.
“Your time on this earth is a gift to be used wisely,” he says.
“Don’t squander your words or your thoughts. Consider even the
simplest action you take, for your lives matter beyond measure…
and they matter forever.”

MEN OF ST. SUSANNA PARISH...
GOOD FRIDAY COLLECTION
Pope Francis has asked our parish to support the Pontifical Good
Friday Collection, which helps Christians in the Holy Land.
Your support helps the church minister in parishes, provide
Catholic schools and offer religious education. The Pontifical
Good Friday Collection also helps to preserve the sacred shrines.

The 28th retreat for the Christ Renews His
Parish (CRHP) will be Saturday, May 6th and
Sunday, May 7th. The CRHP retreat is an overnight retreat for
adult men seeking to deepen their Catholic faith while expanding
their fellowship with other men of the parish. CRHP is free to
attend and all meals are provided. For more information, contact
Jim Gavigan at chrp28stsue@gmail.com or (513) 509-1129.

The wars, unrest and instability have been especially hard on
Christians. In these times of crisis, the Pontifical Good Friday
Collection provides humanitarian aid to refugees.
When you contribute to the Pontifical Good Friday Collection, you
become an instrument of peace and join with Catholics around
the world in solidarity with the Church in the Holy Land.
PLEASE BE GENEROUS!
For more information about Christians in the Holy Land, visit
www.myfranciscan.org/good-friday.

Free to all parishioners!!!

TM

Go to www.stsusanna.
org and click on
Formed, create your
personal log-in by
using our parish code:
f4e66a.
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DISCIPLES
ACTION
ADULT
FAITHIN
FORMATION
PEACE & JUSTICE CALENDAR
MONTH

THEME

COMPUTER
RECYCLING MINISTRY

ACTIVITY

• Fair Trade Sale (April 8th/9th)
• World Water Day (April 8th)
April

Care of God’s
Creation/Earth
Day

• Herbs in a Jar
(Activity for Schuh Center Patrons)
• Computer Recycling (April 22nd-23rd)
• Interfaith Festival for World Peace
(April 23rd)
• Sleeping Mats for the Homeless
(April 25th)

DIRECT TRADE
COFFEE FOR
CUSTOMERS
WHO CARE
A direct trade coffee
company rooted in
social justice and
Catholic Social Teachings, Better World Beans works directly
with 15 farmers from a cooperative in the rural mountains of the
Dominican Republic. Founder/CEO, Andrew Hermann, also a
Senior at Xavier University in Cincinnati, OH, will be available after
all Masses on Saturday, April 8 and Sunday, April 9. He will share
his story and have coffee samples and bags for purchase after Mass.
The business’ Three Main Pillars: Stewardship, Quality, and
Relationship embody the ethics and philosophy that Better World
Beans uses with the farmers and its loyal customer base in the
United States. Andrew was originally introduced to this community
while on a high school immersion trip and has returned every year
since. After a serious economic crisis that left the small-producing
family farmers of the community with virtually no income for the
year, the farmers, Andrew and the community worked together
to plan and build the business model behind Better World Beans.
They pay more than four times what the farmers previously made,
which is also more than twice as much as Organic certification
and Fair Trade Labels pay their coffee farmers. The increased
earnings are life changing for the farmers and their families who
struggle with basic needs.
Andrew will be graduating with a degree in Organic Agriculture,
which he will use in his work with the coffee farmers in the
Dominican Republic. Better World Beans teaches that coffee
production can be done in a way that protects the land, increases
the quality of coffee, and grows a variety of additional food
products for consumption to further increase the quality of life.
Come listen to Andrew’s personal story, try some coffee, and learn
why ethical coffee matters.
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St. Susanna Used Computer Drive
to Take Place Before ALL Masses the
Weekend of April 22nd and 23rd
St. Susanna is teaming up with
Good Shepherd’s Computer
Recycling Ministry. The Ministry’s
goal is to reclaim old PCs keeping
them from going to landfills and to provide for those less fortunate
individuals who would not otherwise have access to computers.
Good Shepherd’s Ministry has delivered over 350 PCs to various
groups, providing them the resources for training and learning
purposes, and to parishioners who need to complete educational
and training programs. To protect the donors, a program is used
to over-write the entire disk and wipe the hard drive clean of all
previous files and information. Each PC is then loaded with a
free Windows-like system and a free MS Office work-a-like which
reduces costs for the Ministry while providing the recipients with a
familiar computer system and eases the learning curve.
The Good Shepherd Computer Recycling Ministry accepts all
types of computers, printers and monitors. So, if you happen to
have these in your home and are looking for a place to donate
them, please bring them to the Gathering Space on the weekend
of April 22nd and 23rd.

APRIL YAH EVENT
Come and enjoy an afternoon with St.
Susanna’s “Young at Heart” group on
Wednesday, April 19th. James Rosenberger
and his partner, Penny McDaniel will entertain and inspire us with
their music/story telling program on “Spring Cleaning”! What
to keep vs. what to discard? What does it take to be genuinely
happy vs. what is simply to enjoy an easy pleasure.
Because of James’s standing date with another group, we will
accommodate his schedule by having his presentation promptly
at noon. Lunch will follow his program. Please remember to have
your lunch reservations and money ($12.00) to the parish office no
later than Friday, April 14th. Remember to put YAH on the memo
line. Canned food donations will be collected in support of the
Schuh Center. For questions contact Gretchen Osner (398-4820).

YOUNG AT HEART REDS GAME
Please join us for a Cincinnati Reds ball game
on Thursday, June 8th vs the St. Louis Cardinals
(12:35pm game time). The cost is $35 per
ticket, which includes the ticket, a hot dog and soft drink plus the
bus. Please make the check payable to “St. Susanna Parish” and
put “Reds Game” on the memo line. Take or mail the check to the
parish office. Deadline is April 30th. Have questions, please call
Jim Valento at 513-379-3823.

DISCIPLES
ACTION
ADULT
FAITHIN
FORMATION
ARE YOU SUPPORTING THE
PARISH THROUGH THE
KROGER REWARDS PROGRAM?
Are you enrolled in the Kroger Community Rewards Program to
support the Parish? If you are, this is a friendly reminder that you
must re-enroll between now and April 30th to continue that much
appreciated support. If you are not, this is a request to consider
supporting the Parish in this way. You can help just through
buying your groceries as you normally do while using your
Kroger Plus Card. To get started or to re-enroll, go to:
www.kroger.com/communityrewards.
Enroll your Plus Card and select “St. Susanna Parish.” The
organization number is 80208. This will not affect your point or
fuel rewards in any way.

SLEEPING MATS FOR THE HOMELESS
Before you throw away that
plastic grocery bag, consider this:
It could be helping the homeless
get a better night’s sleep.
Join fellow parishioners in
learning how to make “plarn” (plastic yarn) and crochet it into
a sleeping mat. The advantages of using plarn is that it keeps
individuals off the ground which can be cold and damp. Plarn
also provides for additional comfort. Learn how to make sleeping
mats for the homeless - no experience needed!
April 25th, 2017 at 6:30pm in the
St. Susanna Cafeteria.
What to Bring (if you have it):
• Sharp scissors or rotary cutter
• 8mm or L crochet hook
• Clean plastic supermarket bags
• Ruler

SCHUH CENTER NEEDS
Food Donations! For those who are
struggling financially, purchasing food
needed can be very stressful. Many depend upon pantries
for food items to get through.
Immediate needs at the Schuh Center are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cans of Pork and Beans
Saltine Crackers
Microwave Popcorn
Pancake Mix
Boxes of Jello
Ketchup
Rice-A-Roni

BIG PARISH
GARAGE SALE JUNE 23RD & 24TH
April means Spring Cleaning!
Tired of a lot of that “stuff?”
Collect and donate that excess furniture, clothes, toys, household
items, etc. to the June 23rd and 24th St. Susanna’s Garage Sale
sponsored by the Women’s Association. Be part of making this
year’s sale a grand success. The items in good repair that you
donate will be put to good use by someone else. The monetary
proceeds help provide various items for the parish. For more
information, or to volunteer, contact:
Christine Phelan at 513-492-7265, jazzcat1946@aol.com or
Mary Ann Vossler at 513-398-2065, mavossler@yahoo.com.

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION MEETING
On Saturday, April 22,
2017 there will be a general
meeting of the Women’s
Association at 9:30 am in the
St. Catherine room. Come
and help us plan for the upcoming Garage Sale.

CALLING ALL EVERYDAY
COOKS - WE NEED YOU!
Please sign up to join the Priest Meal
Ministry

Once a month, the members of our group
plate up TWO EXTRA plates of whatever
we are cooking for our families that night
and bring it to the parish office for Fr. Bob and Fr. Eric. Our
wonderful priests enjoy having a home-cooked meal two nights a
week - thanks to the generosity of the members of our ministry.
If you are able to help out once a month, please contact Maureen
Sorce at sorcepm@gmail.com or call (513) 398-5538.

THIS WEEK, FROM THE ST. SUSANNA
RESPECT LIFE MINISTRY...
“An unexpected pregnancy can be a difficult and frightening
time, and it’s important that your friend knows you are thinking of
her and supporting her.”
Find out more in 10 Ways to Support Her When She’s
Unexpectedly Expecting: www.goo.gl/MkBfb9.
10 Ways to Support Her When She’s Unexpectedly Expecting USCCB
Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities, 2015–16 Respect Life Program
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CHILDREN’S FAITH FORMATION
Early Childhood 2016-2017
Faith formation for 3, 4, pre-K 5-yearolds and kindergartners meets on
Sunday mornings at 9:00 AM. For more
information, contact Jill Berning,
ext. 3400 or berningj@stsusanna.org.

Preschool
Weekday Preschool is available for ages
2-5 in the undercroft of church. For more
information, contact Joette Ewing, ext.
3131 or ewingj@stsusanna.org.

JR. HIGH YOUTH MINISTRY, 6TH- 8TH GRADES
UPCOMING EVENTS
April 9th
Seder Meal
April 16th
No Meeting! Happy Easter!

SR. HIGH YOUTH MINISTRY, 9TH-12TH GRADES
UPCOMING EVENTS

CFP
Grades 1-8 (2016-2017)
Faith Formation for elementary students
will be Summer Sessions and Sundays
from 10:15 to 11:45am and Mondays
6:30 to 7:45pm. For more information,
contact Susan Gravely, ext. 3110 or
gravelys@stsusanna.org.

Saint Susanna School
The parish school provides a Catholic
education for Grades K-8.
For more information, contact the
School Office, ext. 3108 or
cappellap@stsusanna.org.

Faith Alive
Grades 6-8 (2016-2017)
Sundays 4:00pm to 5:45pm
in the St. John Bosco Youth Room.

LIFE
Grades 9-12 (2016-2017)
Sundays at 7:00pm in the St.
John Bosco Youth Room. For more
information, contact Judie Kuhlman at
kuhlmanj@stsusanna.org.
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April 9th
Talent Show
April 16th
No Meeting! Happy Easter!
For more information, contact Judie Kuhlman, kuhlmanj@stsusanna.org.

2017/18 CFP REGISTRATION
Registration for the 2017/18 CFP session
is now available. There is the choice to
register for one of three “communities.”
• Sunday 10:15-11:30am (St. Mother
Teresa Community)
• Monday 6:15-7:30pm (St. Padre Pio
Community)
• Wednesday 6:15-7:30pm (St. Francis
Community)
Assignments will be made in the order of
registration completion. Formal classes will
begin September 17, 18 or 20 running
through May 6, 7 or 9. Registrations
received after May 1st will be charged a $30
per child late fee.
Please remember that to be prepared for
First Communion, children must attend
first grade CFP or first grade classes at
a Catholic school. To be prepared for
Confirmation, children must attend both
7th and 8th Grade CFP or Catholic school
classes.
To register for the 2017/18 CFP sessions,
please visit:
www.stsusanna.org/
1718cfpregistration
Please direct questions to:
Kristen Tell, ext. 3135 or
tellk@stsusanna.org

EARLY CHILDHOOD
WELCOMES CHILDREN AGES
3 THROUGH KINDERGARTEN
Registration for the Early Childhood
Program for the 2017/18 school year is
now available. The program meets on
Sundays from 9:00--10:00am.
Early Childhood helps support parents
in introducing the faith to their young
children. Music, prayer, crafts, stories, and
hands-on learning activities are provided to
engage these young parishioners. Please
consider this faith-filled opportunity for your
child!
To register for the 2017/18 Early
Childhood Program, please visit:
www.stsusanna.org/ecregistration
Please direct questions to:
Jill Berning, ext. 3400 or
berningj@stsusanna.org

CHILDREN’S FAITH FORMATION
At St. Susanna Preschool,
we offer little ones a
nurturing environment with
many opportunities to play,
learn, and interact with one
another while discovering
the wonders of God’s world! We currently have openings in our
3s, 4s and Pre-K afternoon sessions. For additional information or
to schedule a tour, please contact Joette Ewing, Preschool Director
at 513- 398-3821 ext. 3131 or ewingj@stsusanna.org.

SCHOOL NEWS
•
•
•
•
•
•

ST. SUSANNA FOOTBALL: A PARENT AND
PEDIATRICIAN’S PERSPECTIVE (WEEK 3)
By Nicole S. M. George, MD

This series, by a St. Susanna parishioner, discusses how St. Susanna Football
addresses the recommendations by the American Academy of Pediatrics regarding
youth football.

3. Players (and their families) must decide whether the benefits of
playing outweigh the risks of possible injury. This is an extremely
family oriented decision. Many of the families that choose to be
a part of the football ministry feel that the exercise, activity, life/
spiritual lessons and camaraderie that the boys experience are
extremely beneficial. The majority of the boys play their entire St.
Susanna football careers without injury. The injuries that do occur
are usually mild musculoskeletal sprains. Families appreciate
the increased playing time that players get in St. Susanna sports
compared to community sports, especially knowing the many
sacrifices that families make getting players to practices, meets
and games. St. Susanna Boosters recommends equal playing time
for all instructional and recreational (grades K-4) sports and a
minimum of 25% (usually utilizing a platoon or rotational system)
at the older levels.
On an anecdotal level, as I mentioned in week 1 of this series,
for elementary aged children, I don’t see more injuries in football
than other sports, dancing, bicycling, or skating. As far as
children presenting to the office for pain, I see far more kids
presenting with back, hip, or leg pain that are sedentary, than
those that are athletes. As far as concussions, the majority that
I see in the office are from horseplay and accidents at school
rather than organized sports. The very rare concussion that I see
from sports at this age level occurs in the non-helmeted sports of
soccer, basketball, and martial arts.
One more guideline will be discussed next week. In the
meantime, feel free to email any questions about the football
program: nutleyamy@fuse.net or georgeandnicolegeorge@gmail.
com. Or visit stsusannatitans.com to register for football and other
St. Susanna sports. Registration is open until April 15th.
(Dr. George practices with Pediatric Associates of West Chester, Fairfield, Hamilton
and Harrison. She and her husband, Dr. George George, a football and basketball
coach with St. Susanna, have three children who participate in various sports
through St. Susanna Athletics.)

•

•

School Commission meets Monday at
7:00 PM.
Please pray for the safety of our 5th
graders as they travel on a field trip on
Tuesday.
On Wednesday the School Community
will attend the 8:15 Mass.
Interims will be distributed on Wednesday for our 2nd and
3rd grade students.
On Holy Thursday the School Community will observe
Stations of the Cross at Church.
Saint Susanna School will be on Easter break from Good
Friday, April 14th through Sunday, April 23rd. School will
resume on Monday, April 24th.
We have limited enrollment openings in a few of our grade
levels. If you are interested in attending Saint Susanna
School next school year, please call 398-3821 ext. 3108
and ask for Pam. She will be glad to give tours to interested
families.
As we celebrate Easter, the most important feast of
the Church, please remember the true meaning of the
Resurrection of Jesus Christ and His great victory over death.
We wish all a wonderful Easter season!

ST. SUSANNA SCHOOL COMMISSION
The St. Susanna
School Commission
seeks several new
members to serve
three-year terms
beginning this
Fall. The purpose of the School Commission is to advise and
collaborate with school administrators and the pastor about
issues related to the school. Current focuses include supporting
the academic mission of St. Susanna School, identifying and
addressing the needs of the school and parish community,
maintaining and improving school facilities, and improving
communication with current and prospective school families.
If you are interested in being considered for a position, you will
need to provide a resumé and provide answers in writing to a set
of questions by April 15th. Details of the application can be found
online at: www.stsusanna.org/school.
Questions? Contact Laura Mueller at 513-315-7370 or
lkm.mueller@gmail.com.

BOOSTERS NEWS
We are seeking candidates for Spiritual Director,
Cheerleading Coordinator, Concessions
Coordinator and Website Coordinator. Please
contact Mark Cravens at (859) 916-6161 or
mcravens@apctowers.com.

9

April 9, 2017
Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion (A)
Is 50:4 –7
Phil 2:6 –11
Mt 26:14 — 27:66

Noble, Yet Humble

P

alm (or Passion) Sunday prepares us to leave
behind Jesus’ public ministry and to enter into
his suffering and death. From miracles, crowds, and
praise we move to pain, silence, and humility. Only the
strong and true lovers of Jesus will make it to the foot
of the cross.
This small panel painting is dedicated to Jesus’
entry into Jerusalem. Jesus sits nobly in the center. The
prophecy of Zechariah 9:9 makes up the background:
“Exult greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout for joy, O
daughter Jerusalem! Behold: your king is coming
to you, a just savior is he, humble, and riding on a
donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” By riding
into Jerusalem on a donkey, Jesus embraces the path

of the Messiah that God had mapped out through
the prophets. He comes as a king, yet in peace and
obedience. Jesus wins with meekness and love.
Returning to the painting, we see little children
laying down their coats before Jesus. These simple
souls recognize his divine humility and honor him
with their gestures while the crowd acclaims his
kingship. The reign of Jesus incites praise, fidelity, and
allegiance. They wave olive branches and throw them
on the ground before him.
Counting the followers in the painting, eleven
process with golden halos around their heads. These
symbols of holiness highlight the fact that to love Jesus
is to follow him to the end. One follower, however,
is surrounded in shadow. Unlike the others, he looks
away. His heart is set on another plan.
—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

Piece: The Triumphant Entry Into Jerusalem, 1400s
Artist: Pseudo Domenico di Michelino
Location: Pinacoteca, Vatican Museums

For Reflection

How do I respond to Jesus’ invitation to join him in his passion? How do my actions indicate
where my heart really is? Would I be shrouded in shadow or surrounded by Jesus’ glory?

“They brought the ass and the colt and laid their cloaks over them, and he sat
upon them. The very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut
branches from the trees and strewed them on the road” (Matthew 21:7–8).
Liguori Publications © 2017 • Liguori, MO 63057-9999
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PARISH STAFF

ORGANIZATION

CONTACT

Contact: 398-3821
Parish Office, ext 3100
School Office, ext 3108

Boosters

Mark Cravens, 770-4278

Caregiver Support Group

Sharon Kipfer, 509-3278

Fr. Robert Farrell (Pastor) ext 3101, farrellr@stsusanna.org

Festival

Parish Office, 398-3821

Fr. Eric Roush (Parochial Vicar) ext 3106, roushe@stsusanna.org

Finance Commission

Megan Sheeran, 398-3821

Lou Wong (Deacon) ext 3137, wongl@stsusanna.org

Fish Fry

Scott Kososki, 461-9098

Health & Wellness

Laura Barbetta, 847-1849

Jill Berning (Early Childhood) ext 3400, berningj@stsusanna.org

Knights of Columbus

David Meyer, 262-0287

Kristen Tell (Sacraments - 2nd & 8th Grades) ext 3135, tellk@stsusanna.org

Men’s Prayer Group

Bill Bross, 518-9594

Susan Gravely (DRE: RCIA & CFP) ext 3110, gravelys@stsusanna.org

Moms Group

Katie Fortener, (248) 515-8895

Susan Hack (DRE School/Adult Formation) ext 3169, hacks@stsusanna.org

Natural Family Planning

Tom & Colleen O’Rourke, 398-3116

Prayer Network

Kathy Mussman, 777-5981

PTO

Libby Groskopf, 398-9735

Risen Life

Roberta Brunck, 777-1476

School Commission

Laura Mueller, 315-7370

Schuh Center

Teresa Bolte, 779-8965

Karla Eysoldt (Hispanic Ministry) ext 3202, keysoldt@catholiccincinnati.org

St. Vincent de Paul

Mary Jo Burns, 398-3821

Joette Ewing (Preschool) ext 3131, ewingj@stsusanna.org

Women’s Association

Christine Phelan, 492-7265

Megan Sheeran (Business Manager) ext 3121, sheeranm@stsusanna.org

Young at Heart

Dottie Linton, 754-0114

FORMATION

YOUTH MINISTRY
Judie Kuhlman (High School Youth) ext 3195, kuhlmanj@stsusanna.org
PEACE & JUSTICE
Mary Jo Burns (Peace & Justice) ext 3120, burnsmj@stsusanna.org
ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF

Kevan Hartman (Principal) ext 3109, hartmank@stsusanna.org
Teresa Johns (Communications Director) ext 3104, johnst@stsusanna.org
Doug Popp (Facilities) ext 3154, poppd@stsusanna.org
Guy Vanasse (Music & Liturgy) ext 3105, vanasseg@stsusanna.org

PTO 365 DAY RAFFLE WINNERS
3/26
3/27
3/28
3/29
3/30
3/31
4/1

Dan and Kelli O Reilly
Maria Tharp
Roby Family
Tatiana Butts
Mary Lou Guillot
Ann Sands
Roberts Family

$100
$40
$40
$40
$40
$40
$40
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