
    Summer is great time to set aside 
some time for reading. A book        
provides a wonderful way to relax and 
to “get away from it all” even if you 
are on the back patio. A book is also a 
great way to deepen your faith while 
you soak in the rays of summer. 
    Consider taking a look at one or 
more of these suggested titles. The 
books are available in the gathering 
space of the church or you could    
make purchases online at many 
Catholic book sites if that makes it 
easier for you. The prices listed below 
is the cost for those at church. 
    A Season of Mystery by Paula Huston 
($12.50) presents a fulfilling way to 
approach how we live and how we 
think in the second half of life. Paula 
is a grandmother who presents ten 
chapters each with a spiritual practice 
to help us embrace the riches that 
come only with growing older. 

    Get to know Pope Francis more 
deeply through his The Church of Mercy, 
a Vision for the Church ($10.00). Pope 
Francis has a simple message of 
mercy, service and renewal. Read 

through this collection gleaned from 
his speeches, homilies and papers 
from his first year in the papacy to 
get a glimpse into this gift to the 
Church. 

     Two books provide practical ways 
to keep your marriage strong and life 
long! For Better … Forever!: A Catholic 
Guide to Lifelong Marriage by Gregory 
K. Popcak ($12.00) is not only      
practical, but entertaining. Greg’s 
activities for enhancing relationships 
between spouses really make a     
difference. Are you just beginning 
your marriage? Are you and your 
spouse “too” comfortable? This 
book is for you! 
   Lanny & Maureen Law don’t have 
any secret formula for a successful 
marriage, but in God Knows Marriage 
Isn’t Always Easy, 12 Ways to Add Zest 
($13.00) they share essential steps to 
giving your marriage the priority it 
deserves. 
    Would you like a guide for the 
journey of life? Life’s Greatest Lesson: 
What I Have Learned from the Happiest  

    St. Susanna Parish will hold a fun Family 
Picnic on July 20th from 12:30 to 5:00 PM. 
Festivities are scheduled for the field behind 
the Meyer Center. Don’t worry about rain; the 
Meyer Center and cafeteria are at the ready. 
The parish will provide hot dogs and         
hamburgers. Parishioners with last names 
from A-M are asked to bring a side dish and 
those from N-Z are asked to bring a dessert.  
Everyone will be bringing their own drinks. 
Please register on the parish web site.          
Registration will be posted on the home page. 
Deadline to register is Tuesday, July 15th. 
“Gifted people” are needed to be face       
painters, magicians, balloon makers, etc. 
Please volunteer  to help with these kids’     
activities.  

Direct questions and  
offer help by contacting  

Karla Eysoldt,   
eysoldtk@stsusanna.org  

or 398-3821 ext 3112. 

(continued on page 6) 

 

 



    Last November, a young mother 
and her severely disabled daughter lost 
their home and possessions when an 
explosion next door destroyed their 
mobile home in Mason. Because of the 
explosion and resulting fire, it made it 
difficult for them to get their daughter 
out of the trailer without going 
through smoke due to the only ramp 
being located at the front door. With 
the help and outpouring of support 
through parish outreach ministries, 
they were able to secure another     
mobile home, however, it was lacking 
a handicap accessible ramp. 
    On Saturday, May 10 th, the              
St. Susanna Knights of Columbus 
Council #10272 and members of the 
Mason High School Football team, 
gathered to construct a new handicap 
ramp so that the mother and daughter 
could again enjoy the comforts of a 
home. The Knights also moved the 
old ramp (from the old trailer) to the 
rear door of the new trailer allowing 
them to get their daughter out            

of either door in case of an            
emergency. The Knights received      
donations from McCabe Lumber and 
two anonymous donors for the        
building materials for the ramp. 
    The St. Susanna Knights also had 
one of their brothers, who is a chef, 
cook a fantastic meal for this family so 
that they could sit down and enjoy a 
great home cooked meal. 
    This is just one of the ways the 
council has worked together to serve 
the needs of the community and those 
who need help. 
    In attendance from St Susanna 
Council #10272 (Sir Knights … SK ... 
are also members of Precious Blood 
Assembly 2947) were SK David Meyer, 
SK Matt Bennie, SK Bob Pearson, SK 
Keith Chassé, SK Paul Sobol, SK Jim 
Marks, Brother Mark Ramirez, Brother 
Jim Weber, Brother Jeff Tull, and 
Brother Craig Fogus. Also present 
from St. John Parish in  West Chester 
Council #13608 was SK Michael 
Byrne. 

    From the moment of its founding 
in 1882, charity has been the first 
principle of the Knights of             
Columbus. Knights are men of faith 
and men of action. The Knights of        
Columbus is a Catholic, family,       
fraternal, service organization. This 
theme permeates the entire Service 
Program: all Church, community, 
council, family, culture of life, and 
youth activities. The St. Susanna 
Knights of Columbus Council 
#10272 works closely with the parish 
providing funds for various projects, 
charitable causes, and sponsorship of 
seminarians. 
    St. Susanna Knights welcome new 
members. If you are interested in 
learning more or joining the parish 
chapter, please contact one of the 
council members listed above. You 
are also invited to come by one of 
their meetings held in the Meyer    
Center on 2nd and 4th Wednesday of 
each month. 

Shown above is the ramp that K of C and 
MHS students relocated for a family in need. 

Shown below and to right 
are members of the  

St. Susanna Knights of 
Columbus and MHS  

Football Team building a 
ramp for the front door of a 
family’s mobile home and 

relocating an existing ramp 
to its second entrance. 



    On Saturday, May 17th, six families 
with Boy Scouts from St. George 
Troop #1027, spent a day of service at 
St. Susanna Church. The group spent 
from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM doing 
landscaping tasks in the front of the 
church and parish office. 
    The boys and their family members 
pulled weeds and  made sure there was 
no trace of trash. Despite the rain that 
fell on them throughout the project 
and the cool temperatures, they were 
able to  stuff four 30-gallon trash bags 
and give the area around the church a 
“sprucing up,” including the front sign 
on Route 42 and the beds within the 
parking lot. 
    When the rain came down too 
heavily to work during one portion of 
their work, the families went inside to 
pray before the Blessed Sacrament. 
    Brian Kraft, one of the troop      
leaders and a parishioner stated of the 
boys’ service, “The dads were thankful 
for the opportunity to show our boys 
the sacrifice required of us and that       
sometimes that sacrifice requires us to 
get messy! As we look to continue this 
group to grow our boys in virtue and 
holiness, we hope to reach out to the 
parish again for future opportunities 
to serve.”   

    The St. Susanna Parish Office has 
been managing the data for this large, 
vibrant parish for many years through 
Microsoft Office Access software. The 
program has served the parish well for 
nearly 20 years.  
    Using the software, office personnel 
have been able to keep information 
common to each family in one location 
and to share that for all of the many 
programs that the parish offers … 
from formation programs serving      
preschool to adults to liturgical ministry 

to outreach to stewardship. Though 
Access can be a workhorse, it does 
not provide many of the new          
advances in communication and      
interface that packages designed more 
recently are able to offer. 
    In order to serve the parish even 
more efficiently, a new software    
package designed by ParishSOFT 
LLC has been implemented. The 
company was founded in 1998 by a 
priest who saw the need for software 
programs that specifically served the 

needs of a church. The company now 
provides software solutions to        
hundreds of dioceses and parishes 
throughout the nation. 
    The parish has chosen a web-based 
data management system called      
ConnectNow Family Suite. This software 
will provide all of the opportunities 
of Access and so much more. Data 
on each family, each family member, 
their sacrament history and their     
formation needs will still be available. 

The Boy Scouts and their families from St. George Troop #1027 are shown above after a wet 
and windy May day spent in service. The group did landscaping tasks near the front of the 

church and parish office, throughout the parking lot and along Route 42 near the sign. 
The mighty crew is pictured just before tossing the bags of unwanted trash into  

the dumpster near the Schuh Center. 
Their handiwork was truly noticeable at liturgies that weekend! 

(continued on page 7) 



By Debby Gallagher, 
    On Friday, May 16th, the eighth grade students 
of Saint Susann School joined their second grade 
“buddies” on a field trip to the Cincinnati Zoo. 
This trip coincided with the second graders’ study 
of insects. While at the zoo, the students went on a 
scavenger hunt of insect facts. They had to search 
for clues as they made their way through the 
World of Insects. The rest of the day was spent 
exploring all the amazing habitats and zoo babies 
that the zoo had to offer! 

Shown at left and right is 
Mr. Ed von Bargen  

with students from Saint 
Susanna School. 
Mr. von Bargen is 

a retired P & G scientist and 
a former student of the 
school. He came to the 

Meyer Center to share his 
love of chemistry with the 
fourth grade students and 

was a huge hit! 

Shown above and at right are two 
of the groups of eighth grade and 
second grade “buddies” and their 

chaperones during their May 
Field Trip to the Cincinnati Zoo. 



By Nancy Thomas,  
    Power of the Pen is an exciting         
interscholastic program designed for 7th 
and 8th grade students that is dedicated 
to creative writing excellence. The    
competitions are held at the district, 
regional, and state levels. Saint Susanna 
School has been an active and           
award-winning participant since 1993.  
    Six years ago, however, this highly 
attended after school activity was in 
danger of ending when a coach could 
not be found to fill the available          
position. Hope was nearly lost until     
Mrs. Tracey DiFalco, former teacher,        
involved parent, and an all-around     
extraordinary lady, stepped forward and 
took the reins. Since then, she has      
excited students with her knowledge of 
writing, her love of words, and her    
enthusiastic style.  

    Mrs. DiFalco has devoted endless 
hours to lesson planning, to meeting 
and competition organization, and to 
providing feedback and constructive 
criticism to the many stories written by 
eager and passionate young writers.  
Each Christmas, members would do 
something special for unsuspecting 
consumers. Some years, they would 
surprise Kidd Coffee patrons by      
buying their drinks and including a     
one-of-a-kind story. Other years, they 
wrote biographies for trees purchased 
at a local Christmas tree farm which 
delighted customers. These meetings 
and events have carved fond memories 
into the hearts of all of the Power of 
the Pen team members.  
    In June, Anya, the youngest DiFalco 
child, graduated from Saint Susanna 
School. Mrs. DiFalco has decided to 
turn over coaching duties to others, in 
order to dedicate more time to family 
and other volunteer endeavors. Her 

expertise, patience, and zeal will be 
sorely missed, but has been          
abundantly and deeply appreciated.       
    Mrs .  D iFa l co  ended  he r            
triumphant reign by escorting two 
eighth grade students to the state 
Power of the Pen competition held at 
Wooster College in May. Thanks to 
their talent and Mrs. DiFalco’s      
unending and gifted training, Ruby 
Cimmarusti and Meghan McAneny 
qualified as two of the top writers in 
the state of Ohio. In fact, one of 
Meghan’s stories, “Like a Good 
Neighbor,” earned distinction as a 
Best of the Best piece and will be       
published.  
    The memories made by Mrs.      
DiFalco are absolutely precious, but 
the skills with which she has 
equipped these many students are, 
without doubt, truly incalculable. We 
bow to you with grateful hearts, Mrs. 
DiFalco. 

Shown above, in center, is Mrs. Tracey DiFalco, 
who was honored after liturgy with the School 
Community on May 21st. She is shown with 
daughter Anya DiFalco, on left, and student 

Ruby Cimmarusti on right. 

Shown above, from left to right, Anya DiFalco, Meghan McAneny, and 
Ruby Cimmarusti. Anya volunteered as a runner for the state qualifiers and 

Meghan and Ruby competed in the event, qualifying for the state competition.  



People I Know by Allen Hunt ($14.00) 
and Walking with Purpose: Seven       
Priorities that Make Life Work by Lisa 
Brenninkmeyer ($3.75 and study 
guide available) could be just what 
you are looking for. Allen’s parable 
will show you how to get the most 
out of life and Lisa’s practical advice 
for “getting out of the spin cycle” 
will give you some food for thought 
with a few laughs thrown in. 

    There are other titles available in the 
gathering space that you may wish to 
purchase. And certainly, this is a very 
short list of potential titles for your 
summer reading enjoyment. Visit any of 
the sites listed below to browse through 
“good” books that might interest you. 
 

www.loyolapress.com 
www.ignatius.com 

www.avemariapress.com 

    Finally, immerse yourself in the 
wisdom of the saint of Calcutta 
through Mother Teresa: Where There is 
Love, There is God ($18.00). The      
wisdom of Mother Teresa speaks 
directly to us living today and calls us 
to make a difference in the world.   

   The parish is just two months 
away from its very popular Family 
Festival. Scheduled for September 
5th, 6th and 7th, the event promises 
plenty of food, plenty of games for 
all ages and plenty of entertainment. 
    A successful Festival is dependent 
upon the support of many, many 
parishioners. You can do your part 
in a variety of ways. The best way to 
support Festival 2014 is to sell raffle 
tickets! If you have not picked up a 
packet of tickets for your family to 
sell, in the gathering space of 
church, there are packets on the 
table near the bulletin boards in the 
hallway and at the Information 
Desk. 
    There are Early Bird Drawings 
on July 28th and August 25th. Be sure 
to have your name clearly marked as 
the seller and turn in your tickets 
soon to have a chance at the $50 
Early Bird prize. 
    Proceeds from pre-Festival sale of  
the raffle tickets help to defray the 
cost of expenses that occur before 
the actual days of the event, so 

please sell as many as you can. Take a       
second packet if you have already 
sold all of the ones from your first 
one! 
    You can also start gathering your 
friends, your neighbors, your CRHP 
team, your classroom parents, your 
family members, or your “team”       
buddies to plan the contents of your 
themed basket for the Basket Booth. 
Lots of baskets are needed for this 
popular booth. The themes are        
unlimited … toys, games, gardening, 
movies, cooking, sports, baby care,      
gift cards, art supplies. If you can put 
it in a “basket” with others of its 
kind, it’s a candidate for the Basket 
Booth.  
    Team baskets will return. Fr. Bob 
is planning that Steelers one again. 
Step up and offer to coordinate     
another NFL,  college or high school  
team! Contact Carolyn Burns,         
779-9875 or ceburns@cinci.rr.com, 
to let her know you are planning a 
basket or that you would be willing 
to coordinate a team basket. 

    The Auction Booth 
also needs a great many 
donations. Do you have a service you 
can auction off? Do you have a skill you 
can offer? Would you be willing to     
donate some dates from your time 
share? Do you have sports memorabilia? 
Would you be willing to donate new 
toys, household goods, jewelry? Do you 
create crafts … quilts, woodworking 
items, etc.? Plan to do your part to      
continue the success of this booth.      
Donations are accepted at any time in 
the Parish Office during office hours. 
Direct questions to Michelle Avila,      
492-9555 or michelle.avila@macys.com.  
    The Cake Booth is another booth that 
needs many donated items. Get out 
those recipes for baked goods … the 
more elegant and unique, the better. 
Those donations will be needed the 
week of the Festival. 

 

Interested in helping with Festival 
preparation and planning?  

Contact Chair Vince Metzger, 
vpmetzger@gmail.com or 573-9210. 

 



Mike, Debbie, Matthew & Anna Qualters 
Jason, Kelley, Patrick, Haley & Colin O'Brien 
Rob Zeller 
Pam Schieman 
Gary & Nicole Willis, Madison Ewing & Raegan Willis 
Jason, Amy, Bella & Zach Destein 

Carlos Hernandez, Heather Reid & Isabella Hernandez 
Meliton Martinez, Sandra Gutierrez, Josue Mendoza Gutierrez,  
    Guillermo Aluarado Gutierrez, Isabel Martinez Gutierrez &                                                                       
    Natali Martinez Gutierrez 
Vincente & Maria Gonzalez, Sabrina & Santiago Tinoco &  
    Victoria Gonzalez 
Tyler Forsberg, Kathleen Kramer & Max Forsberg 
June Holland 
Thuynhi & Maralinh Cao 
Thomas Whisner 
Alvin, Monique, Mya & Makayla Broussard 
Tomas Mendez, Geraldine Urbine & Tomas Mendez-Uribe 
Rob & Katelynn Campbell 
Krista Cole & Carson Gasper 
Mike King 
Tim, Chasity, Layla & Alex Overley 

Welcome to the following 
new parishioners … 

Blessings to those who are 
leaving the parish … 

Joseph Olivieri,  
uncle of Dede Potticary 

 

Holden Gilkinson,  
son of Jeff & Miriam Gilkinson 

 

Ed Bobowksi,  
wife of Ruth Bobowski and 
stepfather of Stacy Krause 

 

Carol Anne Beverley,  
wife of Michael Beverley 

 

Eileen Haurin,  
wife of Kevin Haurin and 

mother of Zara 

Caroline Ball,  
   daughter of Ryan & Becky Ball 
Ellie Marie Wahl,  
    daughter of Jason & Michelle Wahl 
Emilie Rae Walters,  
    daughter of Christopher & Jill Walters 
Benjamin Andrew Feighery,  
    son of John & Kathryn Feighery 
Caleb Thomas Hildebrandt,  
    son of Patrick & Elizabeth Hildebrandt 
Bryce Patrick Niehaus,  
    son of Cory & Sarah Niehaus 
Lucia Lyons Stubenrauch,  
    daughter of Douglas Stubenrauch &  
    Chris Xeil Lyons-Stubenrauch 
 Ishaan Thirumalareddy Reddy,  
    son of Bala Thirumalareddy & Deepthi Basani 
Brooklan Kay Gameros,  
    daughter of Ivan E. Gameros 

May God grant  
eternal rest to … 

Welcome to the newly 
baptized members … 

The difference will be noticeable in the 
way ConnectNow is able to interface all 
of the data so seamlessly. 
    The package also provides a       
module, My Own Church, where parish     
families can create their own login and 
secured password to allow them access 
to their information. Families who    
enter into the system can update     
contact information, register online for 
formation programs and view their 
current stewardship. 
    An exciting feature of ConnectNow is 
its Ministry Scheduler Module, which 
can be accessed from the My Own 
Church module. Families can inform 
the parish office of their preferences 
for serving in liturgical ministries. The 
family can explain which Masses/dates 

one or more members can serve as 
lector, Eucharistic Minister or altar 
server and the scheduler collates 
that information and provides a 
weekly schedule based upon those 
preferences. And that is only one of 
the uses of the Ministry Scheduler 
module. 
    The new package will expedite 
the e-mail communication that the 
office sends to various groups 
within the parish community and 
the company continues to improve 
ways of making communication 
between parish and its members 
more streamlined. 
    The parish staff began training to 
utilize the new software in June and 
will continue to do so throughout 

the summer. Please read the bulletin 
and future issues of Glad Tidings to 
keep updated on ways that your family 
can take advantage of the features    
offered by ConnectNow. 
    The parish staff is striving to keep 
current with the technology that is 
available to serve each parishioner in 
the best way possible. If you would be 
interested in researching the new     
software or the company that provides 
it, please visit www.parishsoft.com.    
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Upcoming Events ... 

REAP Rewards 
Prayer Workshop 
July 30 - 6:30 PM 
St. Susanna Room 

Walk-in welcome to first class! 
 

  Grief Support - Loss of Spouse 
July 2 - 2:00 PM 
St. Catherine Room 

 

Parish Picnic 
July 20 - 12:30 to 5:00 PM 

Field Behind Meyer Center 
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Don’t miss these parish activities 
scheduled for July: 
 

REAP Rewards 
Creative Catechist 

July 1 - 9:00 AM 
Basic Beliefs 

July 1, 2 - 6:30 PM 
Justice & Peace 

July 7, 8, 9 - 5:45 PM 
Introduction to Scripture 

July 16, 17 - 6:30 PM 
Christian Morality 

July 21, 22, 23, 24 - 9:00 AM 
Catechetical Process (#2) 

July 21 - 6:30 PM 
Jesus 

July 28, 29, 30, 31 - 9:00 AM 

Vacation Bible School 
July 21, 22, 23, 24, 25  
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM 

Education Center/ 
Meyer Center 

For Those Registered 
VIRTUS  

Child Protection  
Training 

July 23 - 6:30 PM 
St. Susanna Room 


